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. My Confidence 
By Barbera C. Ryberg 
HE God who spoke te universe in 
place, 
A a ea 
im space, 
The God whose word divided land hoes 
sea — 
This God, O precious truth, still cares 
for me! 


The God ‘who from an scorn grows an 


oak, 
Who stilled the howling tempest when 
" He spoke, 


This God takes heed of sparrows when . 


‘they fall, 
And gladly ‘listens when His children 
call! 


The men whom He had formed and 
given breath, 
Rejected Him, delivered Him to death; 
nailed upon a cross, for them He 
prayed, 
And gave His life to purchase those He 
made. 


Since He by whom the universe was 
planned 

Holds my tomorrows in His nail-pierced 
hand, 

His power and love alike are manifest; 

Whate’er tomorrow brings, His will is 
best. ' ” 


Perplexity 

_ Is there-anyone in these days who 
does not at some time or other have to 
wrestle with perplexity? We come face 
to face with it as we read the news- 
papers, listen to the radio, and go about 
the duties of home, school, office, and 


\ 


“to make atonement for them. 


Parliament and Congréss, independent 
as well as denominational church meet- 
ings, and settles down on the humblest 
home. There are some hardy individuals 
who give the appearance of being 
strangers to it, but their buoyancy is 
sometimes due to such unromantic 
causes as shallow thinking and little re- 
sponsibility. But scarcely anyone who 
is doing anything worth while in these 
days can escape the realization that the 
world is teeming with puzzles that are 
not only too much for him, but beyond 
man’s ‘co mpepve wisdom. Nearly every- 
one has ‘grueling personal problems, 
though many keep them to themselves. 
But. there is comfort for the Christian 
believer even in the face of great per- 
plexity. In the first place, our Lord 
forewarned us: “In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world” (John 16: 
33). Secondly, in outlining the events 
that would close this age, He said that 
there would be “upon the earth distress 


; 


up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28). 
In the meantime, we have our Lord’s 
priceless legacy of peace: “Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not-as the world giveth; give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid” (John 14:27). It. is 
our great privilege to come to our 
Heavenly Father in all our perplexity 
and receive from Him the needed wis- 
dom: “If any of yqu lack, wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). Undoubt- 
edly God allows us to have a measure 
of perplexity at.times, in order that we 
may be humbled, learn our own limita- 
tions, and lean hard upon Him. But He 


‘is able and willing to give us the light 


that we need, day by day and week by 
week, to take the next necessary step. 
“He which hath begun a good work in 
you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 


ll. The Need for a Deeper Devotion 
| to Christ 


The second of two editorials by J. B. Rowell, Victoria, B. C. 


EDITATING on Calvary impresses 
M the truth that even the least sins 
cost the precious blood of Christ 
“Without 
shedding of blood is no remission,” not 
only shows there is no remission of great 
sins without shedding of blood, but also 
affirms that this is true of so-called lesser 
sins. Consequently, the blood of Christ 
is necessary in order to cleanse the 
smallest sin from a _ believer’s heart. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Trust ye in the Lord for ever: 
for in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
lasting strength” (Isa. 26:4). 

SEN Cle ra 























Every vain thought, every lustful thought, 
every conceited desire requires the pre- 
cious blood of Christ to put it away as 
cleansed and forgiven. 


We all know that the least sin es- 
tranges the heart from God, steals away 
our spiritual joy, and makes it impossible 
to hold sweet fellow with the Lord, 
until that sin is conf and forgiven. 
We have all proved that sin creates a 
distance between the soul and God. 

Sins that the world counts as nothing, 
or of no consequence, are counted great 
by a holy heart. Our Lord accounted a 
wanton eye, a lustful glance, as adultery 
(Matt. 5:28); and the holy God speaks of 
hatred as murder— “Whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer” (1 John 3:15). 


For our warning, God’s Word shows 
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how unsanctified hearts‘have brought. on 


themselves and others direful results‘for — 


a transient gain. The case of Achan, as 
told in the seventh chapter, of: Joshua 
emphasizes this fact. The sin of ‘one man 
brought all Israel into the place of de- 
feat. God charged Israel in:these solemn 
words, “Israel hath sinned, and they have 
also transgressed.my covenant. which. I 
commanded them: for they have.even 
taken of the accursed thing, and have 
also stolen, and dissembled also” (v. 11). 
Does not this Scripture teach that the sin 
of one’believer may be as a dead weight 
on an entire church, and be the great 
hindrance to fullness of blessing? 

Aechan confessed his sin because he 
was found out, but, when his sin was 
discovered,. this was his. confession, 
“When. I saw among the spoils a goodly 
Babylonish ‘garment, and two hundred 
shekels*of silver, and a wedge of gold of 
fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, 
and took them; and, behold, they are hid 
in the earth in the midst of my. tent, and 
the silver under it” (7:21). Here, ina 
few words, is the history of a calami- 
tous defeat, and this for the sake of a 
little paltry gain— “I saw ... I coveted 
.. + took... and, behold, they are hid 
in the earth in the midst of my tent.” 

The story of Gehazi’s sig is another 
‘ease’ in point. For two talents of silver, 
and two changes. of garmerits, he be- 
came a deceiver and a liar, and he also 
‘becamea leper as the judgment of God 
fell ‘on him. The leprosy of sin in his 
heart now became manifest in the lep-~ 
rosy*in his flesh. - 

Th like *manner, theusands of Chris- 
tians have forfeited fellowship with God 
and-joy in His. service for thé sake: of 
some transient pleasure, some flecting 
possession. If the reader is one of these, 
why not bow your heart before the Lord, 
make full confession of: your sin, and 
seek, by God’s enabling grace, to put right 
that which is responsible for your being) 
out of the will of God. His promise. is 
your great encouragement — “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 


forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us . 


from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
On the»other hand, many shun. sins, 
great sins, ignoble sins, which would dis- 
grace them, or cause; loss of prestige. 
They avoid. outward sins because of the 
results, but are guilty of sins that. are 
not. a whit less base in the sight of God;. 
for example, sinful thoughts, subtle in- 
sinuations to the detrimertt of. others, 
waste of time, and the like, : 

In .the light of these considerations, 
what. shall our lives be henceforth? 
“And that he died for ally that they 
which ‘live’ should not ‘henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose’again.” So may 
our determination henceforth be, I shall 
hot live unto myself, but unto Him! 

Resurrection power is needed to mor- 
tify the least sins. Resurrection life un- 
to holiness is diametrically opposed to 


‘ ; 


/ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


_all secret sin, Secret sin ought never to 
vbe tolefated in the life of a child of God. 
Though thoughts may be secret and un- 
kngwn to meh, yet we have an example 
of what our attitude should be in the 
experience of the Psalmist, who cried out 
to God the longings of his own soul, “I 
hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I 
love’? (Psa..119:113). . . 

Secret sin is always regarded with ab- 
horrence* by those’ whose hearts are in 
love with the Lord, His will, and His 
ways.’ The Word of God is-replete with 
examplés to illustrate God's will for His 


owh.: Joseph was tempted to secret sin, ' 


but he took sides against it, exclaiming, 
“How then can I do this great wicked- 
ness, and-’sin against God?” (Gen, 39:9.) 
The ‘presence of God was more real to 
(Continued on page 1026) 
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Notes on Open Letters 





Impulse or True Guidance? 


Recently some of my friends had a 

discussion on being able to distinguish 

, between impulse and piety. A and B 
were referring to C, who nature 

- avery impulsive person. For instance, 
if C someone on her rhind, some- 
one she knows to be either in spiritual 
neéd or physical, she makes it a point 
to see that person and try to be help- 
ful. This, she claims, is her interpre- 
tation of the voice of the Holy Spirit 
directing her to service, and there is 
no ce of mind until the person in 
n has been contacted. 

C also says that if she procrastinates, 
she loses zeal and in time may not 
even. attempt to be of any service. 
She is 4 person who tries to_live close 
to God. . 


A feels that this is entifely due to 
an impulsive nature, even though the 
motives are sincere, while B feels it 
is actually the voice of the Spirit 
prompting C, contending that the | 
of deep interest’ and concern, less 
the person in need is contacted, proves 
that the Spirit has given C an oppor- 
tunity that was for her either to ac- 
cept or reject. 

Whenever a person hears of another 
who ‘needs to shown light through 
darkness, should we not be restless 
until. we talk to that person? This 
, darkness always happens to be when 

one is A pare upon self rather than 

upon’ —A Fl reader. 


It is important to distinguish between 
mere impulse and the guidance of the 
Spirit of God. Most conscientious Chris- 
tians would admit that at times they 
have been perplexed by this problem. 
A good example of it is presented by 
the letter from the Florida reader. 


~ 


. 


The Christian woman called C is to 


be ‘commended for her desire to help 
other people. But there are indications 
in her friend’s note that she needs to 
exercise special care in determining the 
will of God. She is “very impulsive,” 
has no peace of mind until she follows 
what she believes to be a leading, and 
‘loses’ her ~zéal -rather easily. That is, 
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she evidently jumps to conclusions and 
is guided by her feelings, a habit that 
all Christians should be on their guard 
against; and it is very doubtful whether 
her mental restlessness and loss of zeal 
are Spirit-prompted, for “to be spirit- 


ually minded is life and peace” (Rom. , 


8:6). It is hard to judge correctly in a 
case of this kind at a distance, and with- 

-out knowing the persons. concerned, but 
there are certain general principles of 
Christian guidance which should be re- 
memibered, and which would seem to 
apply here. 


The first step is to make sure that 
one’s heart lis right with God, that there 
is nothing hindering our complete com- 
munion with Him, and that we sincerely 
desire only His will in a particular case. 
If we ask Him in faith, He will soon 
reveal anything that hinders, or expose 
any false motives. Then it is important 
to ask whether the Scripture gives any 
light on the problem. It may not in 
detail, or in so many words, but it is 
likely to in principle. In dealing with 
people, it is well to study the example 
of the Lord Jesus, the Apostle Paul, and 
others in the Scripture, noting how they 
chose the right time and place, were 
tactful and loving—unless they were 
dealing with hypocrites—and often 
quoted the Scriptures to drive home 
what they said. A third step in deter- 
mining God’s will is to note providential 
circumstances. If God wants-.us to do 
something, He generally gives us indi- 
cations that the way is open: Then we 
should pray definitely for . guidance, 
resting upon such a passage as Jamés 
1:5: “If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth ‘not; and i 

~shall be given-him.” For our own dis- 
cipline, and perhaps for other reasons, 
God often takes time to give us the 
light we need, so it is well not to be 
hasty, but to wait patiently for! Him. 
The advice of consecrated. Christian 
friends, whc know us well and love us, 
may be very valuable, and is particu- 
larly important in cases where the issues 
are serious and far-reaching. Many 
Christians have found that, when they 

staké all of these factors into account, 
God gives them the needed light, 


To come back to the problem of the 
letter, it may be said that it is not al- 
ways God’s will for us to attempt to 
help everyone that we know of who is 
in trouble. “Many widows were jin Is- 
rael in the days of Elias, when the 
heaven was shut up three years and six 
months; when great famine was through- 
out all the land; but unto none of them 
was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city 
of Sidon, unto a woman that was a 
widow” (Luke 4:25, 26). We need to 
look up to God. for guidance in every 
case, in humble dependence on Him, and 
then do our best, by His grace, to fol- 
low the leading that He gives us per- 
sonally. , 


' 
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VI. The Verdict of the Centurion at the Cross 


“Truly this was the Son of God’’ (Matt. 27:54) 





of the verdicts that were rendered 

by men concerning the person of 
Jesus Christ, as we have already seen, 
they so often reveal a great deal about 
themselves as well as the impression that 
Christ Jesus has made upon them. In 
this article we shall consider the words 
of another Roman, a soldier and a cen- 
turion. What makes these words of 
peculiar interest is that they are the only 
words of this man of which there is any 
record. Certainly they constitute the 
most important statement that he made 
during his entire life. I am speaking of 
the verdict of the centurion whose re- 
sponsibility it was to oversee the carry- 
ing out of the crucifixion of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


In order to understand what was in 
his mind, it will be helpful to remind 
ourselves of some of the scenes through 
which he had passed. He was, of course, 
a man who was quite used to watching 
people suffer, and probably as the result 
of his years of experience had grown 
hardened and calloused to such scenes 
and had come to regard it merely as part 
of his day’s duty when he had to have’a 
share in them. , 

According to the Roman law, death by 
crucifixion was a penalty that was reser- 
ved for the lowest and most degraded 
type of criminals alone. No Roman 
gentleman was ever allowed to suffer 


I’: This series of brief studies of some 


. such indignities as were connected with 


that manner of death, regardless of his 
crime. The crucifixion of crimirrals was 
usually carried out as a public celebration 
which appealed to the very’ lowest in- 
stincts and nature of the people, who 
found enjoyment in watching the dying 
agonies of the miserable wretches who 
were nailed to the crosses and suffered 
excruciatingly, not only from heavy 
spikes driven through their hands and 
feet, but from the dislocation of their 
joints, which often took place, and from 
the intolerable thirst, which was often 
the worst of all that they were called 
upon to endure. These criminals who 
were put to death in this manner were 
usually of the lowest type, who often 
went to their death shrieking oaths and 
curses on those who carried out their 
sentences, with no thought of repentance. 


In the character of Jesus Christ, the 
centurion of whom we ace thinking came 
into contact with a person the like of 
whom was absolutely foreign to his ex- 
perience. His dealings with the riffraff 
of the country, both Jewish and Roman, 
had never brought him into contact with 
anyone who in any way resembled this 
man from Galilee. Let us try to think 
through the experiences of those terrible 


/ 


Two centurions play an important 
part in the records of the life and 
death of Christ. Three weeks ago 
Dr. Soltau dealt with the verdict of 
the centurion of Capernaum, who 
had such complete faith in the Lord 
Jesus that he was sure one word 
from Him would heal his servant. 
Now Dr. Soltau takes up the dra- 
matic incident at the scene of the 
crucifixion. when another Roman 
officer gave' his verdict concerning 
Christ. Those who doubt the deity 
of Christ should be put to shame by 
this simple and direct declaration. 
In the last article in the series, to 
be published next week, Dr. Soltau 
brings the reader face to face with 
the need for determining his own 
verdict concerning the Lord Jesus 

Christ 

















———— 


hours and seek to see them through the 
eyes of that pagan Roman soldier. As 
in the pursuance of his duty he watched 
Christ Jesus, he must have been deeply 
impressed with several things, 


1. His Fortrrupe In THE Most AWFUL 
PAIN AND SUFFERING 


The centurion had not himself taken 
part in the rough horse-play of the sol- 
diers as they mocked Jesus Christ, but he 
must have known all about it: how they 
had mocked Him and slapped Him and 
spat upon Him and pressed a cruel crown 
of thorns upon His brow. Following 
that, they had scourged His back, and 
the jagged pieces of metal and stone im- 
bedded in the leather thongs of the 
scourge had bitten deep“into the flesh, 
tearing the tissues. Through it all, not 
a wérd of complaint or a single cry of 
agony had been wrung from His holy 
lips. As Peter records it, “Who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when 
he suffered, threatened not; but com- 
mitted himself to him that judgeth right- 
eously” (1 Pet. 2:23). The. same thing 
was true as the heavy iron spikes pierced 
His hands and feet, tearing the tissues 


and crushing the nerves, causing ex- 


cruciating agony which only increased 
during the long hours as with the 
sapping of His strength the weight of 
His whole body came more and more 
upon His hands. His fortitude was seen, 
moreover, in the way in which He re- 
fused to take of the vinegar offered Him 
in which myrrh had been mingled as an 
anaesthetic, to render Him at least par- 
tially insensible and to deaden the pain. 


2. His THOUGHTFULNESS FOR OTHERS 
During the first three hours of the six, 
when He was hanging on the cross,’ His 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


thoughts were apparently focused almost 
entirely on the needs of others, and He 
was forgetful of Himself. The first of 
the words from the cross was a prayer 
for those who were responsible for His 
death. The second was a word of com- 
fort and a promise of glory to one of the 
two thieves who were crucified with 
Him and who, up to that time, had _joiriéd 


* in with the mob in their cursing and 


jeering at Him. One of the two mep had 
been touched with the bearing and the 
spirit of the almost silent sufferer who 
hung on the middle cross, and as he 
beeame conscious of the close approach 
of his death, he gasped out a plea for 
mercy, “Jesus, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” Immedi- 
ately the gracious response was heard, 
“Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou 
be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23: 42, 43). 
It was a promise given freely and with- 
out a single word of rebuke for the 
curses that had so recently flowed from 
the mouth of him who was now beseech. 
ing for mercy. Moreover, because of the 
true repentance and faith which the Lord 
saw in it, He granted so much mgre‘than 
had been deserved or expected, namely, 
the promise of the Lord’s own compan- 
ionship and the promise that was to be 
fulfilled that very day of being with Him 
in Paradise. It was this same tender 
thoughtfulness that prompted the next 
word which was one of Comfort and 
instruction, both to His mother and to 
His beloved disciple John, to whom He 
entrusted the care of His mother for the 
remainder of her life, 

3. His Spintr or Forctveness to His 

ENEMIES s 

Another thing that the centurion must 
have looked ‘upon with amazement was 
the wonderful spirit.of forgiveness which 
was manifested towards those who in 
their bitter hatred had brought this 
awful suffering and shame upon Him. 
“Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do” (Luke 23:34), was 
the very first of the seven words that He 
spoke while hanging on the cross. There 
was not the slightest trace of bitterness 
or revenge within His heart towatds 
those bw by falsehood and deceit, had 
thrown thought of justice to the 
winds and brought upon Him this ter- 
rible experience. But that was not all. 

4. His Perrect SetF-ContRo. 


The centurion had also witnessed His 
perfect self-control in the face of the 
sneers and insults of the people who, 
not being content with bringing about 
His death, were pressing around the 
cross, gloating. over the achievement of 
their goal and railing upon Him. These 

(Continued on page 1016) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





4 4 BIDE WITH ME” was written a 
hundred years ago (September 
1847), by Henry F. Lyte, vicar 
of a parish church in Devonshire, on the 
eve of his departure for Nice in the south 
of France whither he was going to recu- 
perate his broken health. Life’s little day 
was ebbing, and a few weeks later it was 
gone. He lies buried in the English Cem- 
eterx, at Nice, the inscription over his 
grave being, “God forbid that I should 
glory save in the cross of Christ-my 
Lord.” The hymn tune was composed 
somewhat later by Dr. William H. Monk, 
editor of “Hymns Ancient and Modern,” 
written down in a few hurried moments 
as if by inspiration and given the name 
of “Eventide.” It is one of the greatest 
hymns of the Englishrspeaking race and 
almost the most beloved. Its historical 
associations have been interesting. Thus 
Nurse Cavell repeated the words, “Heav- 
en’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain 
shadows flee,” before shot by her Ger- 
man executioners: Shackleton carried a 
record of it to the Antarctic and, when 
dyirtg, asked to hear the verge. 
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to 
bless: 
Tils have no weight, and tears no 
bitterness. 
Kitchener asked that the hymn be sung 
at the Khartoum Thanksgiving Service 
following the victory of Omdurman, and 
Allenby listened to it at the service on 
the Sunday following his entry into Jer- 
usalem. 


‘Those who, like the writer, love Eng- 
land, are troubled at the doings in Pal- 
estine. They seem sO unnecessary, so 
reminiscent of old George the Third of 
our colonial days, or even of older Phar- 
aoh himself hardening his heart against 
the command, “Let my people go.” The 
land of Palestine has been given to the 
children of Abraham as an everlasting 
possession; The very fact that they feel 
so intense an impulse to re-enter it at 
this time is an obvious intimation that 
the time of their re-entrance has at last 
come. If Russia stood in the way of their 
re-entrance, if the Papacy barred out the 
sufferers, or Spain, or Nazi Germany, it 
would be the expected. But the England 
of Cromwell and Gladstone—that is 
something “wholly other.” 

God promised to bless them that 
blessed Israel. The story of the Ten 
Plagues tells what He did to those who 
refused her relief. Can this be the ex- 
planation of the dreadful impoverish- 
ment that is coming on England? The 
year 1946 saw unprecedented weather in 
the Mother Country, with unprecedented 
destruction of the land’s food supply > 
two million sheep and lambs (both food 


and wool), 30,000 cattle, 80,000, tons of 
potatoes, 70,000 acres of destroyed wheat, 
and:a half million acres of land washed 
down. A calamity indeed for a half-fed 
land! 

Let my people go! ; , 

Would that England might come to 
terms with the harried Jews, dispose of 
her mandate, and let them work out their 
problem as best they’can! Then we could 


watch to see if economic tides would not» 


turn. 

John Fiske used¢to ridicule the idea 
that God treated nations as entities, that 
He blessed or punished them as He does 
individuals. The prophets declared other- 
wise and Ristory seems to vindicate their 
belief. 


The terrible co which has broken 
out in India is the sequel to the end of 
what has been, all in all, the best gov- 
ernment on earth, that of Great Britain 
in India. Gandhi would never have been 
able to pull down this wonderful govern- 
ment if he had not had the constant nag- 
ging support of American theologians — 
Stanley Jones, J. H. Holmes, the Chris- 
tian Century, the pacifists of the Federal 
Council, and others of this too-well- 
known clique. Satisfactory government 
is a by-product of the Gospel. The best 
is found in Scandinavia and only there 
is socialism successful. They are a people 
with a substantial Christian substratum 
and without Catholic population. Men 
may cry “democracy” until their lungs 
burst, but democracy for crfiel Moslems 
and deceitful Hindus will be as ridicu- 
jous as the democracy in machine-ridden 
American cities, or in South America re- 
publics. The timé will come when India 
will look back on the British Raj as her 
golden age, that government which-cow- 
worshiping Gandhi called “satanic,” but 
which was just, honest, efficient, tolerant, 
kindly, and appreciated by the humble. 

Public events usually have a theolog- 
ical root-cause. In this case it is the 
false dogma of the natural goodness of 
man. But ‘men’s hearts are full of hate 
and, when policé oversight is removed, 
this breaks out, as in the present rancor. 
ous conflict between Moslems and Sikhs. 


Fatherhood-Brotherhood Theology in 
Action.—When a Unitarian missionary in 
Japan told us that the Japanese were 
natural-born Unitarians we did not at- 
tempt to refute him. When he insists 
that they are “sons of God” we can only 
say that, as other men, they have only 


too often shown themselves to be of their | 


father the Deyil. Charles Ernest Scott 
writes me: 


“The Japanese stripped China of the 


silver that guaranteed its paper money, 


and our government, during.a series of 
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years, received that silver and exchanged 
it into U. S. gold at a higher rate than 
given some other nations. That enabled 
the Japanese to buy our cotton and forty 
other kinds of war material, to be used 
both against us and-our Chinese friends, 
These factors largely caused China’s ap- 
palling inflation. 

“When the Japanese suddenly pounced 
down on China, in July, 1937, in their 
cruel, undeclared war, one of their seven 
point objectives was to destroy China’s 
basic industries. Among these was the 
drowning of tens of thousands of Chinese 
deep-sea fishermen, the seizing of their 
ocean-going junks, and the usurping of 
their rich fishing grounds. This, inci- 
dentally, added an enormous number of 
helpless widows and orphans to China’s 
woe and to the awful problems of her 
government, 

“They also destroyed the coastal prov- 
inces’ mulberry groves on the leaves of 
which the silkworm feeds. From this 
feeding came the lovely creations of 
China’s brocades, silks, and satins.” , - 

Now come the Russian “sons of God” 
into the theological picture. 

“In the old days when exchange was 
three Chinese dollars to one American, 
we had coal delivered into our basement 
at $12. Now, as the Russians stole the 
machinery out of Manchuria and flooded 
the mines, making them useless for dec- 
ades, so (their allies), the Chinese Reds, 
have seized and rendered useless the 
Shantung mines which used to supply 
coal to all our Province and to Shanghai 
and other great and distant cities. Hence, 
present. cost is $250 (U. S. gold) a ton. 
The Reds are also constantly destroying 
the railroads and highways and bridges 
as fast as repaired by the Nationalists, 
seizing the farmer’s tiny land plots and 
houses and grain and clothing and tools, 
and driving them out by tens of thou- 
sands — homeless, helpless, hopeless,” 


“How a Liberal Minority Controls a 
Conservative Majority” is a mimeo- 
graphed essay by the Rev. Chester E. 
Tulga which recounts the theology, the 
plans, the methods, the intrigues of the 
new Unitarians in the Northern Baptist 
Convention to control and assimilate to 
their apostasy the churches and schools, 
colleges, seminaries, and other institu- 
tions of Northern Baptists. It Alls 
twenty-four pages with needed informa- 
tion, and tari be had for the asking by 
applying to the .Conservative Baptist 
Fellowship, 352 Wellington Ave., Chicago 
14. This will enlighten those who think 


' evangelicals are “driving a wedge deeper 


into tks denomination,” for in fact it is 
the Unitarianizers who are doing just 


. this, not those who are exposing them, 


and Mr. Tulga proves it. 
¢ 
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Dr. Charles Fama, president of the 
American Committee for Religious Free- 
dom in Italy, has with Mr. Gigliotti, a 
Presbyterian minister, been in Rome to 
study the religious situation and especi- 
ally to imvestigate the- distribution of 
American relief.in Italy. Dr. Fama is a 
well-known surgeon in the Bronx who 
was educated for the priesthood in the 
Jesuit Boston College but led to the 
evangélical faith by Bible reading. He 
is a lay preacher whose training was un- 
der Professor Pirazzini in the Biblical 
Seminary in New York. 

When the late Mayor La Guardia made 
him a member of the Medical Board of 
the Retirement System of New York City, 
there was great outcry from the Knights 
of Columbus, Holy Name, and other Cath- 
olic societies, whereat the mayor re- 
torted, “I hired a well-qualified doctor, 
not a theologian. Furthermore I still be- 
lieve in the Constitution of .the United 
States.” When La Guardia came up for 
re-election he was bitterly opposed on 
this issue, thousands of anti-Fama leaf- 
lets having been distributed at all Roman 
Catholic church doors in Greater New 
York. But La Guardia came through all 
right, and Dr. Fama remained chairman 
of the Medical Board until 1947. 

What does he say about Italy today? 
That Premier De Gasperi has completely 
stocked his new cabinet with Christian- 
Democrats and received the congr&tula- 
tions of President Truman. Who are 
these folk? Nothing other than Pope- 
controlled Catholics, the Italian arm of 
the Vatican in the planned Clerico-fascist 
party, already in control of Spain, Por- 
tugal, and Argentina. It presents itself 
as the only power capable of stopping the 
onward, glacial march of Communist 
Russia. Yet, such are the contradictions 
of these godless parties, both clerical and 
Communist, that, at the instance of the 
Vatican, these Christian-Democrats did 
not hesitate to join with the Communists 
in parliament in including, in the new 
Italian Constitution, Mussolini’s 1929 Con- 
cordat with the Vatican, “a veritable 
rope round the neck of the Italian 


people.” »Arid President Truman, trained’ 


in the Irish Catholic, rum-selling Pen- 
dergast machine of Kansas City, puts the 
seal of his approval on this Vatican party. 
“Quousque, Catilina?” How long, O 
‘Truman, wilt. thou abuse our patience? 
The North China Theological Seminary 


which has suffered severely, in wartime 
is now asking for help in repair of its 


- buildings.’ Some of the stronger Pres- 


byterian churches are planning to ear- 
mark a generous share of their Restora- 
tion Fund gifts in this way, among them 
the First Church of Pittsburgh (Dr. C. 
E. Macartney) and the First of Duluth 
(Dr. Archer Anderson). Duluth is 
directing that all of its ete of $26,000 
go to the Seminary. 

This Seminary has turned out more 
college-educated ministers, who 
have completed three-year theological 


\ 


. 
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courses and who are evangelical in 
spirit and evangelistic zeal, than all 
other Protestant seminaries in China 
combined. It is the only seminary that 
has admitted and thoroughly trained 
young women to become Bible teachers 
and principals of women’s Bible insti- 
tutes —also with three-year theological 
courses; 

The Chinese Presbyterian Church has 


all along paid the native professors. ; 


These loyal teachers held classes in 
Tenghsien during the entire period of 
Japanese occupation, under enemy scru- 
tiny and at great personal sacrifice. They 
served after the imprisonment of the 
missionaries without salary, decent liv- 
ing quarters, new clothes, proper food, 
or any support except an unfaltering 
faith. Finally they were forced out by 
Chinese Communists, making the hazard- 
ous journey of almost a hundred miles 
on foot with their eager students to 
Huchow, wheré they met the returning 
missionaries, Drs. Hopkins and Kepler. 
Three men were graduated in the spring 
term and are going to Dallas Seminary 
for further training as prospective teach- 
ers in the seminary. 

Fall term opened with eighteen regu- 
lar students and there will be no diffi- 
culty in attracting plenty of college 
graduates as soon as transportation im- 
proves. The seminary competes with 
Princeton in thoroughness and with 
Moody in evangelistic zeal. It standson 
the ground of an infallible Bible. It is 
a good institution to remember in wills 
—and even before. 


Contact, organ of the Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s Committees, describes their 
activities. A New Jersey branch, Sub- 
urban Essex, is working on a project of 
buying a plane for Mr. Llewellyn’s very 
successful mission in the Borneo hinter- 
land. Their Victory Center, New York 
City, registers some 300 conversions 
among service boys monthly. “The Police 
Department has given the corner of 
Forty-fourth Street and Sixth Avenue 
to us from 12.30 to 1.30 for daily evange- 
lism.” . Williamsport, Pa., fills pulpits 
with laymen in and about the city, and 
brought Dr. Frank Gaebelein to speak to 
the high school and Dickinson Junior Col- 
lege. “Our chairman, Merle E. Brush, 
senior partner of General Machinery 
and Supplies Company, is a young rested 


greatly used of the Lord.” 


Cleveland has secured Mrs. Helfrick, 
an experienced teacher, as director of 
Child Evangelism. There are now sev- 
enty-two Bible clubs in as many homes. 
The Boston Christian Businessmen dis- 
tributed 500,000 tracts in one year in 
Government housing projects, at camps, 
fairs, and through missions. Minne- 
apolis has a Hospitality Home for Serv- 
ice Men now being used also for youth 
work. Chicago's newspaper evangelism 
in the Daily News reaches a million 
readers a week, Special tract racks are 
being prepared for placing in the mezza- 
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nine floors of our leading hotels and 
smaller racks for railway stations. Noon- 
day services with broadcast over WMBI 
and WDLM have for four years been 
held in this Chicago Center. 


San ‘Diego Center for soldiers, sailors, 
and marines reported 8566 professions 
of faith last year. The Christian busi- 
nessmen work in Youth for Christ mhove- 
ments and co-operate with rescue mis- 
sions as, for example, the Racine Res- 
cue Mission. Some of its members, as 
Mr. McCully of Milwaukee, are develop- 
ing as remarkable speakers. At the 
recent convention in Seattle, Mr. Mott 
of Orlando, Fla., was asked to address 
a local church, and brought a simple 
message. Result: when he gave the in- 
vitation some twenty-five in choir and 
audience responded, to the astonishment 
of the pastor, who indeed “was very 
co-operative.” In Indianapolis, Roger 
Malsbury, working as a shoe salesman 
while pastoring a Christian Missionary 
Alliance church, has had Christian busi- 
nessmen’s co-operation in organizing 
Youth for Christ rallies. 

From characteristic Seattle Conven- 
tion utterances: 


Mr, Gremmels: “I didn’t pack my bag 
without first selecting 650 tracts to use 
with men and women, boys and girls, 
whom I would meet.” 

Mr, Cooper: “The hardest job I. have 
ever had is to witness to my own cus- 
tomers. I always thought I’d lose‘orders, 
but I’m glad to say that in seven years 
I haven’t lost a penny because I testified 
to the saving power of Christ.” 

Mr. Shackleton, experiencing the fall- 
ing away of_old friends, after his con- 
version, decided to develop . new cus- 
tom-made circle: 

“Since this means witnessing for Jesus 
I find it fills up quite a bit of the void 
of losing former friends. Thank. God, 
now I figure any day a total loss if I 
don’t go to bat for Him,” 


The President of Colgate-Rochester 
Seminary and editor of ‘Baptist Freedom 
thinks that Paul referred to the physical 
origins of our Lord in Philippians 2: 
3-12, and that this passage contradicts 
the birth narratives ,of Matthew and 
Luke and affirms a normal conception 
of Jesus. “Paul,” he says, “uses two 
words—morphe (form) and schema 
(manner, or scheme, or appearance), 
and says that the form qnd manner of 
the incarnating process were human.” - 

One rubs one’s eyes in astonishment! 

The word morphe (form) occurs in 
the seventh verse, He “emptied himself, 
taking the form of a bondservant.” This 
has nothing to do with conception. It 
would mean the same whether concep- 
tion were human or divine. 

The same is true of schema (fashion, 
or appearance), in the eighth verse, “Be- 
ing in the human category, he humbled 
himself ... . to the death of the cross.” | 
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Here, too, the matter of conception does 
not enter even remotely. 

Neither has “being made, or becom- 
ing [genomenos], in the likeness of man” 
any necessary reference to conception. 
It is on a parity with “being made, or 
becoming, obedient to death” — simply 
one item in a series recording Christ’s 
earthly humiliations. 

So hard-put is the new Unitarianism 
in its attempt to take from our Lord His 
supernatural character ! 


Dr. Stephen Testa, veteran worker 
among Italian Catholics, has addressed 
an open letter of remonstraneé and in- 
struction to Mrs, Clare .Boothe Luce. 
Tone courteous and friendly; contents 
trenchant! This letter of eight pages 
“from a converted Catholic to a Catho- 
lic convert” makes excellent material 
for distribution among Catholics, and is 
selling rapidly. A single copy will be 
sent to anyone for the asking, and as a 
sample; ten or fifteen copies to one ad- 
dress for one dollar. Scripture Truth 
Society, Box 126, San Diego 3, Calif. 


Report comes of the death of the Rev. 
Yoseb Gergan, a Tibetan minister in 
Western Tibet. He was son of an emi- 
nent lama, was trained in Srinagar, 
gifted as a scholar, speaking various lan- 
guages. His greatest contribution to the 
extension of the Kingdom of God was 
his translation of the Bible inte Tibetan. 
All his powers of mind were devoted to 
this stupendous task, and for this he was 
honored with a life membership in the 
British and Foreign Bible Society.“ He 
also wrote Christian hymns. He was a 
man of great strength of character and 
proud of his race so that he would never 
wear other than Tibetan clothes, in this 


way identifying himself with his people. ' 


Portions of Scripture are being widely 
circulated in Tibet. The Tibetans ven- 
erate all books, especially those pre- 
sented in Tibetan format— pages not 
sewed together but laid on each other 
loose between two strong covers and 
tied about with a lace. These given jo 
Tibetan traders are read in remote 
villages and camps. 


Mr. George Hunter of the China Inland 
Mission was the apostle to Sinkiang, 
otherwise called Chinese Turkestan. 
Now he has passed on at.the age of 
eighty-five, having served fifty-seven 
years in China, a lonely man on a lone 
outpost of the farthest interior of China, 
who had not seven been to the coast of 
China for fifteen years; nor to England 
“since the last year of the reign of 
Queen Victoria.” Of his ministry one 
writes in China’s Millions: / 

“Age and white hairs are greatly 
revered in China. During the daylight 
hours Mr. Hunter would stroll about 
the city with Scripture portions in his 
pockets and get into conversation with 
all sorts and conditions of men, particu- 
larly any he met from the borderlands 
of China. . . . More than once I espied 
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him in Pi with a Mongolian 
camel: driver on the sandy beach where 
the camels come down to water in the 
winter. Tens of thousands of: people 
jostle, in the streets, various in race, 
and there is something grand and apos- 
tolic about this strange old man, so 
cheerful in manner, so kindly and dig- 
nified, and so clear in message. Look 
past the stubbly chin, the shabby clothes, 
and slightly stooping figure, and behold 
an ambassador of the King ‘of kings, 
one of the meek who inherit the earth, 
as it is written, ‘How beautiful ... are 
the feet of him that bringeth good. tid- 
ings, that publisheth peace.” 

At his funeral a Chinese Christian 
remarked,’ “He wore clothes we. could 
not wear and ate food. we cofild not 
eat.” But that was nd bitterness to him, 
He’ was undoubtedly happy and con- 
terited, and on his lonely bed his lips 
moved in prayer and his fingers seemed 
to be playing some tune upon the bed- 
clothes. He was a pilgrim; and was 
only taking another journey. 


Many years ago the writer was struck 
with the way in which Catholic em- 
ployees of the. Boston Public Library 
manipulated things, hiding books dis- 
pleasing to them and promo their 
church literature. This apparently has 
come to the notice of others: In the 
English Churchman one reads that the 
late Dr. H. A, L. Fisher, author of “The 
History of Europe,” Master of New Col- 
lege, Oxford, and for some time Minister 
of Education in the British Cabinet, was 


shocked when he visited the Boston Pub-’ 


lic Library on discovering that many 
books had been banned as a result of 
the influence of Roman Catholic control. 
It also quotes.Dr. Stephen Duggan, direc- 
tor of the Institute of International Ed- 
ucation, as referring to Boston as the 
place where a Homan Catholic cardinal 
decides what shall be read. 

In this connection we may note, if be- 


latedly, the death of Prof. G. G.-Coul-~ 


ton of Cambridge University who was a 
great authority on the medieval history 
of Britain and author of many works on 
this and kindred subjects. His studies 
often brought him inte cohflict- with the 
present-day Roman Catholic Church in 
England and with its defenders, as Ches- 
terton and Belloc. He ever came out 
ahead. The London Times speaks of the 
tribute paid to his scholarship by “the al- 
most incredible number of Roman Cath- 
olics, both clergy and laity, who regu- 
larly attended his classes in Cambridge, 
anxious to learn some of the truth about 
their Church’s history denied to them by 
their church authorities.” 


Missionary Advance.—John C. Depew 
of the West Indies Mission has been 
making .a survey of the French. West 
Indies with the end in view of opening 
work in Martinique and Guadeloupe. 
Christians in Haiti contributed a part 
of the expense. “Our church in Haiti 
feels a special responsibility toward the 


‘ 


. Creole, or patois, ig spoken. 
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evangelization of the islands where 
For some 
time they have made this a matter of 
prayer, with the result that gifts amount- 
ing te several hundred Haitian dollars 
have qaterialized.” At Pointe a Pitre 
in Guadeloupe, a city of miore than 30,- 
000 souls, Mr. Depew did not find a single 
person who had knowledge of the saving 
grace of Christ. In Martinique, with a 
population of 300,000, he discovered one 
native pastor keeping a little group of 
believers together in two humble, over- 
crowded churches. This pastor was an 
old sailor who had been converted in 
France. The Shoemakers of, Christian 
Missions, Inc., Paterson, N.J., have landed 
in Martinique, but the authorities are 


trying to crowd them out by leveling a . 


seventy per cent duty on their truck, 
and demanding the deposit of a third 
class return passage to the United: States 
in order to make sure that their stay 
shall not be for long. 

The Rev. and Mrs. D. Hartt are await- 
ing permission to enter Martinique to 
establish there a Bible school to train 
evangelists. Mr. Depew mentions the 
need of active effort in thé adjacent Brit- 
ish islands of St. Vincent, St. Lucia, and 
Grenada, 

The Oregon Yearly Meeting of Friends 
have bought a 3,000 acre farm in Bo- 
livia, near Lake Titicaca, to be headquar- 
ters for their mission work among the 
Aymara Indians. .On the farm will be 
a Bible training school for the evangeli- 
cal education of Indian leaders. 

Tyndale House has been est@blished 
near Cambridge University, England, 
where ministers can come for reading 
and study in the University libraries 
to freshen and deepen their preaching. 
It is to be a residential center, and is 
sponsored by the Inter-Varsity Fellcw- 
ship of Evangelical Unions. It posses. 
ses, itself, a nucleus of a résearch library. 
At present there is room for. ten resi- 
dents, but accommodations will be en- 
larged for lay theologians who are in- 
terested in both evangelism and Biblical 
research. it also hopes to ‘promote the 
production of scholarly ‘ cofservative 
literature bearing upon Holy Scripture. 

Brief Notes 


There are now some 30,000 Hebrew 
Christians in Hurigary. . The evangelist, 
Dr. Kadar, is president of the Hebrew- 
Christian Alliance. Before his conver- 
sion he was eminent lawyer, writer, and 
for fifteen years director of the Hun- 
gariar. National Theater in Kolozsvar. 
Another prominent’ leader is Dr. Foldés, 
a jurist of distinction. The Good Shep- 
herd Mission in Hungary, formed to 
protect and feed Jews during the Nazi 
persecution, continues relief work and 
is «pgaged in evangelism on a large 
scale. 

A new Finnish Lutheran Training In- 
stitute for parish Workers, recently or- 
ganized for training laymen and lay 
women, has now ovér 400 students, 
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LESSON. 5. NOVEMBER 2. CHRISTIAN STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 


James 3 to 5; Acts 4:1-10 (in this order), printed text, James 3:1-6, 4:4-10 
CiRp Whe Ss ene ot my we and the meditetion of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, 


e 4 
’ 
Kine James Version 
Jas. 3:1 My brethren, be 
shall receive the greater demnation. 
2 For in many things we offend all. If any 


‘im word, the same Ws & perfect man, and able also to bridle the 


whole body. 


3 Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may 
obey us; and we turn about their whole body. he 

. Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are 
driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very 
-small helm, ‘whithersoéver the governor listeth. 

5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great 
things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth | 

6 And the tongue is a fire, a ‘world of iniquity: so is the tongue 
among cur members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth 
on fire the course of nature; ang if is set on fire of hell. 


ot many masters, knowing that we 


y strength, and my redeemer.—Psa. 19:14 


friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever there- 


fore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 


5 Do a think that the scripture ae: in vain, The spirit that 


offend not 


Chap. 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. lronside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 4 

NCE more we turn to the practital 

Epistle of James for instruction in 

what we might call the Christian 
ethic, although we find this set forth 
even more fully in the Epistles of Paul. 
But James gives us certain important 
principles which, if obeyed, will enable 
us to glorify God before men and will 
keep us from what would dishonor Him 
and grieve His Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30; 
Jas. 4:5). 

Consistency in little things, the ordi- 
nary, affairs of life, is incumbent upon 
all who profess to know and love our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Where this is lacking, 
great discredit is brought upon His 
name. Unbelievers often have yery defi- 
nite ideas of what constitutes Christian 
consistency, for every man’s natural con- 
science, which is a divinely-implanted 
monitor in the human breast, approves 
the high and lofty standards set forth 
by Christ and His inspired apostles. It 
is upon these that James insists. 

He deals particularly with control of 
that unruly member, the tongue, as well 
as on the importance of a kindly attitude 
toward all men, even to those who are 
abusive and given to harsh judgments. 
He points out the terrible damage that! 
may follow upon the circulation of a 
false report, which, once started, spreads 
like a prairie or a forest fire and cannot 
be stopped until it has left a vast area 
of ruin and desolation behind it. How 
we need to pray with David that God 
will set a watch over.our tongue and 
keep the door of our lips (Psa. 141;3) 
so that we may not speak unadvisedly or 
ungraciously of those whom we should 


‘ help rather than hurt! 




















The Historical Setting 


As intimated last week, we have no 
means of knowing just when this Epis- 
tle was written, nor can we be abso- 
lutely certain which of the three in the 
apostolic group named James, was its 
writer. It was not_James the brother 
of John, the son of Zebedee, as he was 
martyred very soon after Pentecost. 
Whether it was James, the son of Al- 
phzeus, or James the Lord’s brother, we 
cannot say with certainty, but the pre- 
ponderance of evidence seems in favor 
of the latter. 


Verse by Verse 


Jas. 3:1.—“Be not many masters”; that 
is, “teachers.” We should be more ready 
to learn than to take the place of author- 
itative instructors of others. The greater 
one’s knowledge, the greater is his re- 
sponsibility and hence the greater the 
condemnation to which he is exposed if 
he goes astray himself, or misleads 
others. 


Verse 2.—“If any. man effend not in 
word, the same is a perfect man.” Should 
a man be found who never fails in word, 
that is, one who is never guilty of an 
unwise or unkind remark, he would in- 
deed te a perfect man’ and able to con- 
trol every impulse. But such men are 
not found, for “in many things” we all 
offend, or stumble. Our blessed Lord is 
the one and only example of absolute 
perfection in speech and behavior. 


Verse 3.—“Bits in the horses’ mouths.” 


James uses a very easily understood 
illustration, and refers to something that 


Cane us lusteth to ig 


8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigt¥ to you. Cleanse 
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 
9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: 


let your laughter be 


turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness 


10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall 
lift you up. 


was practiced widely even in his day. 
Horses, large and strong as they are, 
can be controlled by the use of a very 
small contrivance, @ bit in the mouth, 
which enables the driver to “turn about 
their whole body.” 


Verse 4.—“Behold also the ships .. . 
turned about with a very small helm.” 
A second illustration is drawn from sea- 
faring life. A rudder, or helm, is a very 
small piece of mechanism as compared 
with the size of a ship; yet it is used 
to control the course of the vessel, ac- 
cording to the will of the helmsman. 


Verse 5.—“Even so the tongue.” The 


application \& plain and is readily appre- 
hended. Although so small, the tongue 
has tremendous potentialities for either 
good or evil. It may act as a spark that 
sets a whole forest afire, if not properly 
controlled. How often has an unwise 
or unkind remark wrecked the happiness 
of an individual, a home, a church, or a 
community. 


i 

Verse 6.—“The tongue is a fire, a world 
of iniquity.” James uses language that 
might seem, to a thoughtless person, 
too vehement and even exaggerated, But’ 
he wrote by divine inspiration and as 
he depicted the evil that a false. tongue 
can be responsible for, he does not give 
himself to overstatement in the least de- 
gree. In fact, it would be impossible 
to overrate the power for evil of an un- 
controlled tongue. 


Chap. 4:4—“The friendship of the 
world is enmity with God.” ‘The term 
“world” as used here signifies that or- 
dered system of things that is under the 
Aomination of Satan and stands in direct 
opposition to all that is of God. For a 
Chris to ally himself with this un- 
holy system is to constitute himself an 
enemy of God, for he is aiding and abet- 
ting that which was responsible for the 


death of the Lord Jesus Christ. Be. ~ 
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lievers in Him are called to walk in 
separation from that which ees and 
crucified Him, 


Verse 5.—“The spirit that dwelleth in 
us lusteth to envy.” Perhaps another 
translation will make-this clearer: “The 
Spirit who dwelleth in us yearns en- 
viously.” The Holy Spirit, who indwells 
every child of God, is jealously con- 
cerned that the Lord Himself should 
have the supreme place in our hearts 
and never be displaced by love “for the 
world that spurns and hates Him. 


Verse 3.—“He giveth more grace.” In 
the hour of testing, when the things of 
the world allure and one is about to 
yield to its blandishments, the humble 
soul will find needed help to resist temp- 
tation, as he looks up to Him who is 
ever ready to minister needed strength 
for every time of testing. 


Verse 7.—*Submit, . . . Resist.” Note 
the contrast. In our fellowship together 
as Christians, we are to be gracious and 
submissive, not despising the judgment 
of any. But when we have to face the 
great Adversary, we are to stand firmly 


‘against him as those who, through the 


cross, are no longer subject to his author- 
ity. ‘ 

Verse 8.—“Draw nigh to God.” We do 
this as we come to Him in prayer and 
as we allow His Word to control our 
hearts and lives. None seek Him in 
this way in vain. Where the Word thus 
controls, it cleanses and purifies. We are 
therefore to judge ourselves in the light 
of that Word and’ to cleave to the Lord 
with purpose of heart. James has told 
us before that “a double minded man 
is unstable in all his ways” (chap. 1:8). 
What is needed is singleness of heart — 
a definite intention to do the will of God 
as He makes it known to us. 


Verse 9.—“Let your laughter be turned 
into mourning.” It is a serious thing 
to live for God. There is no room for 
fleshly levity and foolish trifling. As 
we recall our y sins. and failures 
we may well m and weep before 


Verse 10.—“Humble yourselves .. . 
and he shall ft you up.” God, we are 
told, resists the proud, but gives grace 
unto the lowly. . The place of blessing 
is that of meekness. Present humility 
leads to future exaltation. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When the mind and heart are con- 
trolled by the Word of God, the tongue 
will be used to His glory; but where we 
act in self-will the tongue gives ex- 
pression to our inward state and be- 
comes a source of grief and disaster. 
We are called to a life of complete dedi. 
cation to God, which involves separatidn 
from the entire world system and all 
for which it stands. Where ,Christ fills 
the vision of the soul we will be deliv- 
ered from all inconsistent behavior. 
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Prac- 
tice, James 1 to 2; Matthew 25:34-46 


Next Week’s Lesson 
6. November 9.—A Call to Right Liv- 
ing- (Temperance Lesson). 
1 Peter; Daniel 1 








Lesson Outline 
PRACTICAL, CHRISTIANITY 

1, The tongue to be controlled by grace 
and truth (Jas. 3:1-6) 

2.. The believer’s call to separation from 
the world —- 4:4, 5) 

3. The life to be characterized by lowly 
grace and determined opposition 
to evil (vs. 6-8) 

4. Levity and frivolity to be avoided and 
humility enjoined (vs. 9, 10) 


_ Special Lesson Topics ‘and Truths 


Consideration of Chapter 4:5. This 
verse has perplexed many. It seems to 
refer to what purports to be a quotation 
from the Scriptures, but is nowhere to 
be found in the Old Testament. Might 
we not rather read the verse as a ques- 
tion and an assertion? First, “Do you 
think that. the scripture speaketh in 
vain?” That is, Are we to conclude that 
the ‘many warnings in Scripture against 
worldliness are mere empty phrases? 
Then the last half of the verse refers 
to the gracious work of the Holy Spirit: 
“The Spirit who dwelleth in us yearns 
enviously.” He desires to see us kept 
true to ‘Christ and not carried away by 
the spirit of the world. 


Summaries and Applications 


Just as a tiny spark, maybe a partly 
cofisumed cigarette tossed from an auto- 
mobile, has started a conflagration that 
has destroyed many acres of standing 
timber, so may an tinwise or unkind 
word be the beginning of trouble and 
disaster that wil} go on for years to 
come, 

When the heart is under the control 
of the Spirit of God, the tongue will be 
used to bless others and to glorify the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Worldly Christians are called adul- 
terers and adulteresses because the 
friendship of the world necessarily 
means unfaithfulness to Christ. 

God never refuses to meet the one who 
sincerely seeks His face. To fail to 
avail ourselves of this privilege is to 
wrong our own souls. 

As we humble ourselves in repentance 
before God, He does not upbraid us for 
our past failures, but grants full for- 
giveness and gives all-needed grace for 
the future. 

Let us face these Scriptures honestly 
before God, and if conscious of failure 
in ahy degree take the place before Him 
of self-judgment and He will give resto- 
ration and enable us to glorify Him as 
we depend upon His Spirit to guide in 
days to come. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay 
Sg eek paler aaron 
verse — James 3:1? 
2. How does James 3:1 fit with He- 

brews 5:12? 

3. Why does sey make the tongue the 
gauge of perfection 

4. How are the cei of, the horse’s bit 
and the ship’s helm to be Applied? 


5. What hopetis there if the tongue can- 
not be tamed? (v. 8.) 

6. What is the tongue’s chief vice? 

7. What two sins are likened to adultery? 

8. How can the Holy 7s be accused of 
“lust” and “envy”? (4:5.) 

9. What Scripture does James refer to in 
4:5? 

10. Does this Epistle fit' well in the New 
Testament? / 


(Answers on page 1016) 
e's ye 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


NE of James’ “Ten Tests of True 
Religion” is the test of speech. Per- 
haps more than any other Bible writer 
James. dwells upon the importance of 
words which roll off the tongue. ‘Even 
” says James, “the tongue is a little 
member, and boasteth great things ... .” 
but, he continues, it “is a fire, a world 
of iniquity: so is the tongue among our 
members, that it defileth the whole body, 
and setteth on fire the course of nature; 
and it is set on fire of hell” (Jas, 3:5, 
6). Those are strong words, but not 
too strong, to describe this slippery little 
slither of flesh so safely guarded by our 
teeth. ; 
James makes a graphic contrast of eon- 
trolling a spirited horse with a bit, or 
steering the course of a great liner in 
the face of the gale with a tiny helm 
in the pilot house; and every kindof 
beast, bird, and serpent—even the fish 
of the sea—“hath been tamed of man- 
kind: but the tongue can no‘man tame; 
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison” (vs. 7, 8). 

It is a good time to. think carefully 
about ‘words—human words—and 
surely we can have no better guide in 
our thinking than God’s Word. God de- 
signed speech to be a carrier of good; 
but, like every other talent we have, 
Satan loses no opportunity to appropri- 
ate it to his own evil use, and we find 
ourselves in an unwary moment saying 
words we wish, afterward we might re- 
call. “A word}fitly- spoken is like apples 
of gold in pictures of silver” (Prov. 25: 
11); Rash words,’ hastily spoken, are 
like rotten apples lying in the path we 
must retrace. It is a solemn fact that 
a word once spoken cannot be recalled. 
“The arrow belongs not to the archer 
when it has once left the bow; the word 
no longer beiongs‘to the speaker, when 
it has once passed his lips,” says the 
philosopher. ; 
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The Lord inquired of Job, out of the + 


whirlwind, “Who is this that darkeneth 
counsel by words without knowledge?” 
(Job 38:2.) George Eliot wittily com- 
ments: “Blessed is the man who, hav- 
ing nothing to say, abstains from giving 
us wordy evidence of the fact !” Disraeli 
spoke of “the hare-brained chatter of 
irresponsible frivolity,” and Isaiah con- 
fessed before the Lord, “I.am aman of 
unclean lips” (Isa, 6:5). 

How important it is to: guard our 
speech ! 

If your lips would keep from slips, 

Five things observe with care: 
To whom you speak, of whom you speak, 
And how, and when, and where. 
All this refers to merely human words. 

There is: another significance, another 
meaning, far more lofty and majestic, 
given to the word, “Word,” in the Bible; 
for “the Word” is a name applied to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the actual 
expression of God our Heavenly Father, 
because there is no language, nor was 
there ever a language spoken and under- 
stood by human beings, capable of ex- 
pressing the love of God for lost sinners. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God” (John 1:1)., 

It was only through the life, the teach- 
ings, and the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on earth that we could even ap- 
proach an understanding of the great 
loving heart of God. It was_only by 
~ means of His presence among us that we 
could approach an understanding of sin 
as God regards it. Calvary (not the 
word Calvary, but the fact of Calvary) 
is the only sign that can tell us how 
tragically lost in sin we are, and how 
desperate is our need of a Saviour: also 
what a loving Heavenly Father had to 
do to provide salvation for us. 

“For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 
cerner of, the thoughts and intents of 
the heart” (Heb. 4:12). “For as the 
rain cometh down,\and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, ... that it may give 
seed to. the sower, and bread to the 
eater: so shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth: it shall not re- 
turn unto me void, but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto'I sent it” 
(Isa, 55:10, 11), 

“What a word is this!” (Luke 4: 36.) 

Avcusta, GA, 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising. and,editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contrfbutors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


. 
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From the: Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father in Heaven, we thank Thee for 
all Thy gracious gifts. They’ come to 
us so freely, so constantly, and are so 
far beyond our deservings. We praise 
Thee for the love of Thy great heart — 
love so wonderfully kind that it stooped 
‘to the need df sinners and sent the Lord 
Jesus to be our Saviour. Today in wor- 
ship, prayer, and study; and every day 
in all that occupies us, let the words of 
our mouth, and the meditations of our 
hearts, be acceptable in Thy sight. Help 
us to check the unkind word, the hasty 
temper, the unjust or unloving act. Make 
clean our thoughts, and lead us in ways 
of truth, purity, and love. Forward Thy 
cause and Kingdom everywhere. Show 
us: how we may best serve Christ while 
life’s opportunities are ours. Comfort 
and help the sick, the sorrowful, and 


» the needy. Turn many hearts to the 


Saviour this day, and may Thy Kingdom 
come, and Thy will be done on earth 
as in Heaven, for the sake and glory 
of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson-—Today’s Memory 
Verse for Intermediates and Seniors is, 


+ 
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“Speak not evil one of another.” James 
longed to see ’g people live in har- 
mony. Perhaps he recalled a verse in 
his Bible that says, “A. whisperer sep- 
arateth chief friends” (Prov. 16:28). 
James knew the ill feeling and the sep- 
arations that speaking evil of others can 
cause. “How easy it is, in speaking of 
our acquaintances, to dwell on their 
faults! How often a fault-finding re- 
mark about another ruins a reputation, 
or makes a bitter quarrel! 





Before You Gossip, Ask 


TRUE 

KIND 
NEEDFUL « 
Winifred came home one day full of 
a piece of gossip: she had just heard. 
“Oh, Mother,” she exclaimed, “what do 
you think of Jean? She—” “Just a 
minute,” said Mother” “Have: you put 
what you are about to say through the 
three sieves?” “Whatever do you mean, 
Mother?” “I mean that before you tell . 
something about anéther you should first 
put it in the sieve of truth. Is what you 
are going to say true?” “Well, Mary 
says that Ethel told her—” “That is 
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“Phe eyes of the Jord 
run tg and fro 
gut the whole earth,ty 


See bchalf of bamecheg 
heart is perfect toward 
, him?” Wchren.16:9 
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very roundabout,” said Mother, “and is 
sure to be stretched, even if it has some 
truth in it. Now put it into the next 
sieve, Is it kind?” “Not exactly,” said 
the girl. “Then try it in the last sieve, 
Is it necessary to tell it?” “Well, no, 
Mother, I can’t say that it is.” “Then, 
if it need not be told, if it isn’t kind, and 
if it may not be true, let it die,” said 
Mother. And she did, 

Let us put all the disparaging and 
discrediting things we might say of 
others into these three sieves. What will 
not pass through, let it die. “Speak not 
evil one of another.” 


HoLiysurn, B. C., Can. 
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For Junior Tenshon 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Right Words 
(Jas. 3:3-5, 13) 


ID the children see something besides 
their faces as they looked into their 


- mirrors this week? (The reminder made 


last Sunday to do, Matt. 25:40. Print 
the word DO on the blackboard.) How 
many changed DO to DONE? (Add the 
letters NE, and let the children report 
on the specific acts they did during the 
week.) 
_ Let’s look into the mirror of God's 
Word again today. But, first, tell me, 
have you ever ridden 4 pony or a horse? 
How did you steer him where you 
wanted to go? (If available, show a 
horse’s bit or bridle.) Isn’t this a small 
thing to make a big, strong horse go 
first. to the left, then to the right, and 
then beck up? Have you seen a ship 
model or have you ever gone onto any 
kind of boat? Did you see what made 
the boat turn? 
Here is a match, not big enough to 
amount to anything. But suppose I get 
careless with it. Could it set this whole 
church afire? 

James, the Just, will now. held the 
\mirror of God’s Word for us to look into. 
You may see not only bits and ships 
and matches, but you may see yourself 
(3:3-5). Irene may read what she sees 
about bits; Wayne, what he sees about 
ships; everybody, what you see about 
yourself; and I will read about. the 
match, .. . “And the tongue is a fire” 
(v. 6). Two girls got to qua 
with their tongues one day. Ten min- 
utes later one of them was almost dead 
and had to be taken to the _ hospital.. 
Why? Quarreling with tongues led to 
quarreling with hands, and one girl 
grabbed the other around the throat 
and choked her. “How t a’ matter 
a little fire kiridleth”! told what 
he called “just a teeny-weeny little lie,” 
about his throat not being sore, any 
more, because he wanted to see the foot- 
ball game. But he got such a cold that 
he was very sick for a week and missed 
almost two weeks of school. ~ ~ 


Not very big, was it?, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 


Do you see any pictures of you and 
your tongue? (1) Does it brag about 
you? (2) Does it call boys and girls 
mean names? (3) Does it quarrel? (4) 
Does it use words playing with the boys 
that you would not use at home? (5) 
Does it swear? Now that we have looked 
in the mirror, what are we going to 
do-about it? Just go along home and for- 
get all about it? Who can give us James’ 
advice from 1:22? (Review last week’s * 
Memory Verse.) What would be a good 
slogan to fill in the O for DOERS 
(started last week)? It might be: Over- 
come bad words. 


Making the tongue say right words 
is not so easy, not even’ when Mother 
washes out your mouth with soap and 
water! (Read to class Jas. 3:7, 8.) It 
will take God—and you! Even a great 
man like David had to ask God’s help 
to tame his tongue. .“Let the words of. 
my mouth . . . be. acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord” (Psa. 19:14). “Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my mouth; keep the door 
of my lips” (Psa. 141:3). But you have 
to help, too. He won’t do it all; you’ve 
got to want and try to use the right 
words. “My mouth shall speak truth” 
(Prov. 8:7, Memory Verse). 

Shall we make a reminder for an- 
other corner ofsthe home mirror? Here 
are some helpful Bible verses. Let’s 
look them up, and you choose the one 
that will help you most. (List on the 
blackboard the references: Exod.. 20:7; 
Psas. 19:14; 141:3; Prov. 8:7; 27:2; Eph. 
4:31, 32; Jas. 3:5, 13, underlining “good 
conversation”; 4:11a.)‘ 

Orono, MAIne. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topit and Scripture: 
The Words I. Say 
(Jas. 3:5; Acts 4:8-10) 


HE poster Christmas tree now has 
a foundation, a trunk, and two 
branches. Let’s put on the next branch 
marked “Watch your tongue.” “4 

When the doctor comes to see you, 
he sometimes says, “Let’s see your 
tongue.” But that is not the kind of 
watching we are talking about today. 
We're not wanting to look at your 
tongue, but we want to check on what 
your tongue is doing. 

Your tongue is a very small part of 
your body, but most tongues make their 
owners a great deal of trouble. Did your 
tongue ever say something you, didn’t 
mean to say; and you were sick over it 
the moment it was‘said? Of course, we 
have all had the same thing happen. 

I wonder if your tongue ever told a 
secret that you had promised not to 
tell, and it made trouble for everybody. 
One of my dear nieces said to me, “Auntie, 
I.don’t have a bit of trouble keeping a 


secret, but the people I tell, in confi- ' 


Gence, always blab it.” 
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Does your tongue sometimes say saucy 
things to Mother or Daddy? Or to your 
teacher? Or shout mean things to a 
playmate with whom you have quar- 
reled? Worse still, does your tongue 
ever tell lies? Maybe that when Daddy 
says, “John,. did you throw that ball 
through the window?” instead of saying, 
“Yes, I did it, and I’m sorry,” your 
tongue says, “No, sir, I don’t know a 
thing about it.” Then somebody else 
is blamed and might be punished in ‘your 
place. 

You know, Peter had one of those 
denying tongues. A maid servant said 
to him, “You were with Jesus of Gali- 
lee,” and Peter denied, saying he didn’t 
even know what she was talking about. 
Then another maid came and saw him 
and said, “This fellow was with Jesus’ 
of Nazareth,” and Peter denied it, and 
said he didn’t know Jesus. This time 
he swore. Another person said. to him, 
“Surely you were with Jesus, for you 
“talk like His disciples.” Then Peter be- 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


CHRISTIAN STANDARDS 
OF ConDuc7yT 
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Lesson for Novémber 2 


gan to curse and swear, and again said 
he did not even know Jesus. Then the 
cock crew, and Peter remembered that 
the Lord Jesus had told him that he 
would deny Him three times before the 
céck crew. We are told that Peter went 
out and wept bitterly. He knew that 
he had denied his Lord three times; he 
had lied; he had taken God’s name in 
vain. What awful things a tongue can 
do! : 

We've been thinking about the things 
our tongues sheuld not do. But your 
tongue wants to be doing,something} it 
won't keep. still. -And' very strangely, 
your tongue and your heart are har- 
nessed up together. The things you think 
in your heart, your tongue iwill say. 
Then the smartest thing to do is to fill 
your heart. with good thoughts. Your 
tongue carr bless as easy as curse. With 
the words .you say, you can make peo- 
ple glad or sad. 

With your tongue you can tell others 
about the Lord Jesus Christ; you can 
sing praises to Him. You can repeat 
Bible verses. -You can say kind and 
loving words to your playmates. 

The‘ only sure way to keep your 
tongue right is to keep your heart right, 
and the only way to have a right heart 
is to have the Lord Jesus Christ come 
into your heart, with all the beauty and 
grace He gives. Then His Holy Spirit 
will watch your tongue for you, and 
keep it in order. 


Feiton, Cauir. 
we 

The Illustration-Round Table 
Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditiens upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may had from 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, ona $2 for fhe best 
months in advance of the 5 
not from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
~ ba Paper A RN og Fy 
fimit the tal su itted on each lesson to 

T'wo Places To Guard.—Let the words 
of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, 
my strength, and my redeemé? (Psa. 19: 
14, Golden Text). In company guard 
your tongue; in solitude, your heart. Our 
words need watching; but so also do our 
thoughts and imaginations, which grow 
most active when we are alone—From 
C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Eskridge, Kans.; and Mrs, A. J. Kling, 
Scotia, N. Y. 

Raiders, Not Aiders.—Behold, how great 
a matter a little fire kindleth! (Jas. 3:5.) 
At the close of a talkative Ladies Aid 
session at which the ladies had over-in- 
dulged in gossiping comments about 
various members of the community, a 
young woman who had attended for the 
first time proceeded to call the group the 
“Ladies Raid Society.” Nor would she 
stan correction. “Raid Society!” she 
exploded. ' “You have raided homes and 
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good names. and reputations’ plenty this 
afternoon. Good day!” - The. society. at 
once underwent a radical change.—From 
Pulpit Digest. Sent by Mrs. William M, 
May, Danville, Ky. 


Which Kind Do You Speak?—Out of 
the same mouth proceedeth blessing and 
cursing (Jas. 3:10). 

A careless word . 

May kindle strife; , 

A cruel word ‘ 

May wreck a life; 
A bitter word 

May hate instill; 
A brutal word. ‘ 

May smite and kill; 
A gracious word 

May smooth the way; 
A joyous word 

May light the way; 
A timely word 

May lessen stress; 

A loving. word 7 
May heal and bless. 
—From Christian Digest. 
A. J. Kling, Scotia, N. Y. 


When a Worldly Woman Opened His 
Eyes.—The friendship of the world is 
enmity with God (Jas. 4:4). Lord X 
was converted in India. He decided at 
first to continue his wordly round of 
balls, theaters, amd race meetings. The 
very week after his conversion he went 
to a large State ball. As he walked into 
the ballroom a lady whom he knew well 
shook hands with him. and said:. “So it 
isn’t true, is it? I am so glad.”° Lord X 
said, “What-isn’t true?” She said: “Why, 
there has been gossip that you were 
converted last week. I am.so glad it 
isn’t true!” He remained silent for half 
a moment, thinking deeply and deciding. 
He said: “It is true. I have been con- 
verted, and I see that you think a ball- 
room is no place for a Christian; if my 
presence here has led you to believe 
that I have not been converted, good 
night. You will never see mefiere again,” 
and out he went—From “A Doctor in 
Many Countries,” by Claud F. Fother- 
gill. Sent by E, Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Even the Leaves—God ... giveth 
grace unto the humble (Jas. 4:6).. A 
group of girls’ were together one rainy 
afternoon, One of them opened the door 
and a wave of the smell of wet growing 
things poured in. One girl said: “Do 
you smell the sweetbrier down by the 
gate? it is always fragrant, but never 
so much as in the rain.” ‘Another girl 
said that this reminded her of her aunt. 
When asked to explain she said: “Why, 
there are ever so many roses that are 
fragrant—the roses themselves I mean 
—but the sweetbrier is the only one 
whose leaves are also fragrant. That is 
why it makes me think of my aunt be- 
cause everything she does, not the large 


Sent by Mrs. 


things only, but all the common, every- 
day things—the leaves as well as the 
blossoms — have something beautiful in 
them. There is something in her spirit 
—a gentleness, a thoughtfiilness, a kind~ 
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The Heart of the 
Leprosy Problem 


Child of leprous parents 
born at Culion, P. I.,. typi- 
cal of scores who need a 
Christian home, practical 
education, Gospel and Bible 
instruction and expert medi- 
cal care and observation. 
Soon the I.C.L.M. hopes to 
open a nursery to care for these children 
from birth and thus eliminate the danger 
from exposure. 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
LEPROSY MISSION, Inc. 
U.S.A. = P.O. Box 8164, Postland 7, Ores. 


GANADA - Care of Fairview Branch, Canadien ° 
Bank of Commerce, Sixth and Granville, Vancouver, 


8. C., Canada. 
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Building Gold, 
\ Silver, and 
Precious Stones 
By Dr. N. A. Woychuk 
Foreword .by Dr. L. S. 
Chafer who says: “Itshould 
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liness, a graciousness, that goes out in 
everything she does, in every word she 
speaks, in every influence that breathes 
from her life.”—-From J. R. Miller. .Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can... Prize 
‘illustration. 

te 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The quesions are on page 101 2) 


1. It is only our translaticn which is a bit 
obscure. The lessons are: (a) don’t covet 
prominence; (b) teachers must face stricter 
reckoning than pupils. 

2. The Hebrews Letter urges going on to 
the maturity which qualifies for the task 
of teaching; James warns against grasping 
the office without due preparation. 


3. Because it is\ the last member to yield 
to control (v. 8), and is also the chief in- 
dex of the heart (Matt. 12:34). 


4. The figure of the horse’s bit looks back 
to verse 2, indicating that the control of the 
tongue makes for the control of the whole; 
the figure of the ship’s helm looks forward 
to verse 5, showing that the power of the 
tongue is out of all proportion to its size. 


5. No man (emphatic in Greek) can tame 
the tongue, but God can. We can pray 
Psalm 141:3. / 

6. Its duplicity. Read James 3:9-12. 

7. Idolatry in the Old Testament (notably 
Ezek. 23), and worldliness.in the New (Jas. 
4:4). 

8. These terms are not used in the base 
sense here. This is a wonderful picture of 
the love of the Spirit, yearning over us with 
holy jealousy till our love be wholly set 
upon Christ. 

9.,It sounds more like Pauline Scripture 
(e.g., Gal. 5:17; 1 Cor. 3:16) than anything 
from the Old Testament, but the question 
remains whether James or Paul wrote first. 

10. Despite Luther, yes. Grace is a 
teacher of righteousness as well as a bringer 
of salvation (Titus 2:11, 12). 
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International Uniform Lesson List 
for 1948 


A heey, of readers have inquired 
about Sunpay ScuHoo. Times’ 
convenient, pamphlet-size list of lessons 
in.the International Uniform series, pub- 
lished annually, and the Trues is glad to 
announce that the 1948 ust is how avail- 
able.. 


It gives the title of each lesson and 
the Golden Text in full, and references 
for the Scripture passages to be studied 
and for the devotional readings. The 
Primary, Junior, Intermediate-Senior, 
and Young People-Adult topics are also 
shown, with the accompanying Memory 
Verses and Scripture references when 
they differ from those shown for the 
over-all topic. The lessons are arranged. 
in consecutive order according to the 
date and the number in each of the four 
quarters of the year. 


The 1948 lesson list may be had at 
fifteen cents a copy, or $1.50 a dozen 
from. The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5. 
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VI. The Verdict of the Centurion 


of the Cross 
(Continued from page 1007) 


were not the common people who were 
guilty of. this inhumanity; they were the 
chief priests and elders of the people 
who taunted Him, saying, “He saved 
others; himself he cannot save. He is 
the king. of Israel; let him now come 
down. from the cross, and we will be- 
lieve on him” (Matt. 27:42). In the face 
of it all, however, He uttered not a word 
of reply or rebuke, but maintained that 
composure and silence which had so 
baffled His enemies during the time 
when He was on trial, when they had 

, sought to' trick Him into speaking a false 
word. Self-control or soberness was a 
virtue that was especially high in the 
esteem of the Romans of that day, but 
this manifestation of it in the person of 
the Lord Jesus Christ far surpassed any- 
thing of which this pagan centurion had 
ever dreamed. 


5. His Can FAITH AND VICTORY Over 
DEATH 


Possibly more impressive still, in the 
mind of that rough soldier, were the ex- 
ultant shout of victory and the calm faith 
with which life was closed and His 
spirit took flight. “It is finished” 
(John 19:30), was the triumphant shout 
of One who had accomplished His mission 
and was conscious of the satisfaction of 
having\ won His way through, against 
every foe and in the face of tremendous 
opposition. Then, as a little child, in 
calm assurance He breathed out the 
prayer, “Father into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit” (Luke 23:46), and hav- 
ing said this, He gave up the ghost. The 
darkness that overhung the land during 
the last three hours of agony and the 
earthquake were solemn portents which 
added greatly to the impressiveness of 
the scene, but it must have been those 
characteristics of which we have been 
thinking that brought from the lips of 
the centurion the amazing declaration, 
“Truly thie was the Son of God” (Matt. 
27:54). He was conscious that the One 
whose death he had just witnessed was 
no mere man, but was indeed a\ unique 
personality whom he described as “the 
Son of God.” 

If such was the impressidn received 
and the testimony given by the rough 
Roman centurion, what is to be your 
judgment and mine today? Are you 
ready quietly to read through the Gospel | 
accounts of the closing hour of the life 
and the sufferings of Christ Jesus and 
then to ask yourself, “Who is He?” If 

‘you do so/honestly and fairly, you, tdo, 
will be led to the same conclusion as the 
centurion, “Truly this was the Son of 
God”; and then in faith you will add 
the words of the Apostle, “Who loved 
me, and gave himself up for me.” + 


(To be continued) ' 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 5. NOVEMBER 2. ABSALOM’S REBELLION 
2 Samuel 15:1-12 (Supplementary Reading: 2 Samuel 13:1-3a) 
Golden Text.—For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.—1 Sem. 15:23 


Kinc| JaMes Version 


2 Sam. 15:1 And it, came/to pass after this, that Absalom 
prepared him chariots aiid horses, and fifty men to run before him. 

2 And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the way of 
the gate: and it was so, that when any man that had a contro- 
versy came to the king for judgment, then Absalom called unto 
him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he said, Thy servant 
is of one of the tribes of Israel. , ’ 

3 And Absalom said ‘unto him, See, thy matters are good and 
right; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee. 

4 Absalom said moreover, Oh that I were made judge in the 
land, that every man which hath any suit or cause might come 
.unto me, and I would do him justice ! 

5 And it was so, that whefi‘any man came nigh to him to do 
him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed 
him. 

6 And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came fo 
the king for judgment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men 


unto the king, I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I 
have vowed unto the Lorp, in Hebron. 

8 For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur in 
Syria, saying, If the Lorp shall bring me aggin indeed to Jeru- 
salem,-then I will serve the Lorp. 

9 And the king said unto him, Go in peace. So he arose, and 
went to Hebron. : 

10 But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, 
saying, as soon as Ve hear the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall 
say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron. » 5 

11 And with Absalom went two hundred men out. of/Jerusalem, 
that were called; and they went in their simplicity, and Shey 
knew not any thing. 

12 And Absalom sent for ‘Ahithophel “the Gilonite, David's 
counsellor, from his city, even from Giloh, while he offered ‘sacri- 
fices. And the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased 
continually with Absalom. 
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7 And it came to pass after forty years, that Absalom said 
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The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


W: LEARN from Deuteronomy 
¢ 17: 18-20 that every king of Israel 
was commanded to “write him 
a copy of this law .. . and he shall read 
therein all the days of his life.” In 
fulfilling these commands, we wonder 
how often King David reproved him- 
self for violating the prohibition against 
a multiplicity of wives. If David had 
never married Maacah, the daughter of 
Talmai, king of Geshur, there never 
would have been an Absalom in ‘his 
‘family to plague him. “Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked: for ‘whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap” 
(Gal. 6:7). 


David ‘seems to have neglected the 
good habit he formed upon first coming 
to the throne, that of diligently inquir- 
ing of the Lord. For, throughout the 
record of his dealings with Amnon, 
Tamar, Absalom, Joab, and the woman 
of Tekoah there is no mention of his 
seeKing the mind of the Lord. When 
we attempt to solve our problems with- 
out consulting the Lord, our best en- 
deavors are foredoomed to failure be- 
cause our thoughts are not His thoughts, 
and our ways are not His ways. 

David had sinned grievously, but upon 
confessing it, God forgave him ‘ and 
spared his life, but said, “Howbeit, be- 
cause by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to 
blaspheme, the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die” (2 Sam. 12: 
14). He also ‘said, “Now therefore the 
sword shall never depart from thine 
house . . . I will raise up evil against thee 
out of thine own house.” 
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Helps on the Uniform -Lessons, 

published by the International 

Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 1011. 




















God’s forgiveness does not stop the 
wheels of His discipline and chastisement. 
This accounts for all David's trouble. 
He was a genuine child of God, but.in 
the matter of Bathsheba, he sowed to the 
flesh and a harvest of corruption was 
the result. 


The Lesson in Detail 

2 Sam. 15:1—‘“Absalom prepared him 
chariots and horses, and fifty men to 
run before him,” Thus far in Absalom’s 
history, he has been the murderer of his 
brother Amnon, David’s firstborn, the 
natural heir to the throne. And he has 
been a fugitive from justice for three 
years; for immediately after committing 
fratricide he fled to his grandfather in 
Geshur. 

Through the artifice -of unscrupulous 
Joab, David grants permission for Ab- 
salom to return to his own house; but 
he was not to see the king’s face. Da- 
vid’s motive in acting thus is not re- 
vealed, but whatever it was, we are 
thankful that God, in bringing back 
rebel sinners, does not forbid our seeing 
His face (Song of Sol. 2:14). 

After two years of separation from the 
palace, Absalom chafes at the bit and 
evidently considers himself abused, al- 
though he deserved to die for the mur- 
der he committed. He longed to return 
to his former place in the king’s court. 
A pian is smoldering in his brain which 
he is eager to set in motion. He be- 
comes an incendiary to compel Joab to 
come to him and to act as mediator for 


by The’ American Council of Christian Churches, . 
and used by permission, 


him again. Joab complies and Absalom 
is again at court. Now he is seen pre- 
paring chariots and horses, and fifty men 
to run before him. Instead of humbling 
himself, he begins to exalt himself. “Let 
favour be shewed to the wicked, yet 
will he not learn righteousness: “in the 
land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, 


and will not behold the majesty of the* 


Lord” (Isa. 26:10). 

We recall the words of Samuel when 
the people clamored for a king like the 
nations, “He will take your sons, and 
appoint them for himself, for his 
chariots, and to be his horsemen; and 
some shall run before’ his chariots” (1 
Sam. 8:11). 
the pomp and splendor they craved in 
a king. How proud and important this 
murderer makes himself appear ! Little 
does he realize that he is riding for a 
fall. 


_ Verse b “And Absalom rose up early, 
and stood beside the way of the gate.” 
He is going to make himself appear 
diligent by arising early and standing 
in. the gate, the place judgment. In 
all likelihood,‘ he stood there much too 
early for the regular time of judgment, 
or he would not have been successful in 
palming off the falsehdod he tells in 


the next verse. He makes himself ap- 


pear intensely interested in each person 
approaching the judgment seat by ask- 
ing each one as to what city he ‘came 
from and what was his. case. Everyone 
naturally appreciates personal interest 
and service. Absalom finds it easy to 
become popular in this manner; 

Verse 3.—“There is no man deputed of 
the king to hear thee.” Absalom. knew 
better than this, for “David’s sons were 
chief rulers” (2 Sam. 8:18). They rep- 
resented the king and had the admin- 


Absalom would give them . 
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istration of public justice. King David 
was not lax in this important matier. 
He was a man of order. He loved the 
people of God. He would not allow the 
land to be without a judge. (See 2 Sam. 
14: 4.) 4 


Verse 4—“Absalom said moreover, Oh 
that I were made judge in the land.” 
He never could be such according to 
God’s will, for he could never meet the 
requirements, whigh were “able men, 

,such as fear God, men of truth, hating 
covetousness” (Exod. 18:21). 

“I would do him justice!” What a 
boast! He certainly didn’t do his brother 
justice. He didn’t do his father justice. 
He, didn’t do Joab justice. To carry 
the people with him in the exetution of 
the plot which he has under considera- 
tion, he feels he must promise them 
Utopia. ° 

Was it doing justice to tell every man 
that came to him, “See, thy matters ‘are 
good and right”? (v. 3.) Can justice al- 
ways be administered by simply hear- 
ing one side of each case? “Every way 
of a man is right in his own eyes: but 
the Lord pondereth the hearts” (Prov. 
21:2). e 

Verse 5.—“When any man came nigh 
to him to do him obeisance, he put forth 
his hand, and took him, and kissed him.” 
Politicians in this country accuse each 
other of kissing babies in order to win 
the votes of the parents; but Absalom 
would kiss the hand of everyone that 
did him honor, What must the people 
have thought of these deceitful kisses 
when Absalom was revealed as a con- 
spirator—as one ready and willing to 
kill his noyal father, the Lord’s 
anointed ! 


Verse 6.—“So Absalom stole the hearts 
of the men of Israél.” “He had robbed 
his brother of life,.he would now rob 
his father of the affections and confi- 
dence of his people. He who wins one 
heart away from another, and that by 
means of innuendoes, is ‘the Gheapest 
and vilest of all robbers”. (I. M. Halde- 
man). The Apostle Paul, by the Holy 
Spirit, beseeches us to “mark them which 
cause divisions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine . . . and by good words and 
fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple” (Rom. 16:17, 18). 


Verse 7.—“And it came to pass after 
forty years.” Matthew Henry’s thought 
is that the forty years are to be reckoned 
“from the people’s desiring a king, and 
the first change of the government into 
a.monarchy, which might be about ten 
years before David began to reign; it is 
fitly dated thence, to show that the sgme 
restless spirit was still working, and 
still they were given to change: as fond 
now of a new man as then of a new 
model. So it fell about the thirtieth 
year of David’s reign.” 

- Verse 8—*“For thy servant vowed ... 
saying, If the Lord shall bring me again 
indeed unto Jerusalem, then I will serve 








the Lord.” . There were cities of refuge 
to which innocent murderers could flee. 
But no protection was to be afforded 
to a willful murderer...:The fact that 
Absalom fied to Geshur rather than to a 
city of refuge was tantamount to a con- 
fession of his guilt. His words regard- 
ing his vow imply that he knew he was 
not serving the Lord. That much is to 
his credit, for the Lord Jesus informs us 
that some men will commit murder and 
think that by so doing they are doing 
God service (John 16:2), 

If Absalom ever made such a vow, 
why did he not fulfill it the two years 
he was in Jerusalem? Had he served 
the Lord from the time he returned to 
Jerusalem, what a different: man he 
would have been! And how he would 
have rejoiced his father’s heart! 


Verse 9.—“And the king said unto him, 
Go in peace.” It is easily understood 
how David’ would give him permission 
to go on such a mission. 
prove that Absalom had not made such 
a.vow. It would rejoice David’s heart 
that his son had been so exercised. So 
by the “infamous piece of hypocritical 
falsehood,” Absalom secures . David’s 
permission to go. 


Verse 10.—‘As soon as ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, ye shall say, 
Absalom reigneth in Hebron.” Now the 
plot is out. He had killed Amnon, the 
firstborn,.and nothing. more has been 
heard of Chileab, David’s. second son, 
so it is cohcluded that he had died; 
hence Absalom can see a clear road to 
the throne, if he can -hurl-his father 
David out of the way. He has placed 
spies throughout all the tribes of Israel. 
Everything is in readiness in Hebron — 
the royal city—the. city where David 
had reigned seven years, the city 
crowded with sacred memories of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, and Caleb. 

Verses 11, 12—“And with. Absalom 
went two hundred men . .. in their 
simplicity.” And Absalom sent for 
Ahithophel. There are always those who 
know not what is at stake who can be 
swept off their feet by. some appealing 
leader. That is the secret of the forma- 
tion of many cults today. Ahithophel 
was the grandfather of Bathsheba (2 
Sam. 11:3; 23:34). This would be his 
opportunity to take revenge against Da- 
vid. But as his name is, “brothér of 
folly,” so was he by aligning with Ab- 
sf#iom. By linking Psalms 41:9; 55:12-14 
and John 13:18, it-will be seen that the 
Spirit uses Ahithophel as the prophetic 
type of Judas Iscariot! 


Absalom’s name. signifies “father of » 


peace,” but in our lesson he is seen as 


No.one could 
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the father of rebellion; and our Golden 
Text says: “Rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft.” .Are we.in a state of re- 
bellion or of submission to God? 


Outline of the Lesson 


- Absalom’s preparation for the kingship 


(2 Sam, 15:1) 
Absalom’s ‘slander of the judges, (vs. 
2,-3>.° 
Absalom’s yearning*for leadership (v. 4) 
Absalom’s promise of Utopia (v. 4) 
Absalom’s theft of the men’s hearts (vs., 
5, .6) 
Absalom’s pretense at vowing. (vs. 7, 8) 
Absalom’s <hrone in Hebron (v. 10) 
ALTADENA, CALIF. . 
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Questions lor Teacher and Class 
By Marien Bishop Bower 


T was the purpose of the fifty men 
whom Absalom prepared to run before 
him? 


2. Why. were they “spies” rather than 
ordinary messengers whom Absalom sent 
through the land with his words.of treach- 
ery? (v. 10.) / 

3. What part had David in Absalom’s 
rebellion? a : 

4. What inherent traits of character helped 
to make Absalom ready to rebel even 
against his father, the king? 


5. What is génerally believed to be the 


correct translation of the “forty years” 
verse 7? ; 


6. Who was Ahithophel, whose name means 
“the brother of folly,’? 


4. What Psalms did David write in this 
time of trouble? 


_%. Of whom is Ahithophel a type? 
® Why did God allow this trouble to 
come upon His elect king? 


(Answers on page 1021) 
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For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Out or HARMONY 
EBELLIOUS Absalom! 
wrong with him? Look at the de- 
tails that worked together to make this 
young man one of the worst in Scripture, 
surely the most disloyal son. Absalom, 
during his career, broke all the Ten 
Commandments. He had his half brother 
killed for harming his sister Tamar, then, 
instead of facing King David and clear- 
ing the matter with humble confession 
and forgiveness, he fled to his mother’s 
childhood home in Geshur (2 Sam. 13: 
37), where he stayed for three years 
until David had him brought back to 
Jerusalem, although he still had a two 
year’s wait before he saw his father. 
Was Absalom’s obeisancé to the king 
genuine? (2 Sam. 14:33.) All the way 
through Absalom was counterfeit. His 
beauty was “skin deep”; it did not 
penetrate his inner being. What love 
he had was a Narcissus love, self first. 
In our lesson text (2,Sam, 15:1-12): 


Absalom put on a show for effect (v. 1). 


What was 



































Lesson for November :2 


Pretended generosity which did not 
exist? (v. 4). 

“Stole the hearts of the men. of 
Israel” (v. 6), 


Faked piety (v. 8). “If the Lord shall 


bring me again indeed Bs. a Jerusalem, . 


then I will serve the .” he had 

vowed when he, should panes been serv- 

ing the Lord all the time. 

He lied to his father, for he did not 
intend to worship the Lord. He not only 
“stole the hearts of the men,” but he 
stéle his father’s kingdom and all that 
went with it, turning the aging king out 
of his established home. Later, Ahitho- 
phel, who advised Absalom to pursue 
Davidgpictured the king as “weary and 
weak handed.” The heart of this cruel 
son should have softened as thig coun- 
selor said he would make this weary 

‘king “afraid: and ali the people that are 
with him shall flee; and I will smite the 
king only.” Instead, “the saying pleased 

Absalom well.” 

Absalom was tempted as Christ was 
tempted, but whereas Chris overcame 
temptations victoriously, Absalom /went 
down in every test (1 John 2:16). 

He wanted to be somebody important 
— the king. 

He wanted to do something—rule the 
kingdom. 

He wanted to gain possessions —his 

. father’s resources. 

Like Eve in the Garden, and "Achan in 
Joshua’s day; Absalom “saw,” he “covet- 
ed,” he “took” (Josh. 7:21), and in so 
doing he brought sorrow and misery to 
the lives of multitudes. He was head- 
strong, ‘ambitious, setfish, cruel, greedy, 
irreverent. His stubborn rebellion made 
him bitter and hard. Absalom was out 
of harmony with his father because he 
was out of harmony with the Lord. As 
a king’s son he could have lived beauti- 
fully, and ‘qualified for an honorable 
position in his father’s counsel. He 


could have served his people’in sincerity’ 


and truth instead of falsely. He could 
have served the Lord like his father 
David, “a man after his [God’s] own 
heart.” 

Do you know any young people who 
have set themselves up in rebellion 
against parents? Why have they done 
this? Even if one felt justified in dis- 
agreeing with parents, and this is seme- 
times necessary, is it wise or kind to be 
headstrong and stubborn? (Eph. 6:1.) 

Rebellion is counted as sin (Job 34:37). 
. Rebellion against folks presupposes 
“rebellion against the Lord” (Jer. 28:16), 
for one could not have sweet fellowship 
with Christ and at the same time harbor 
bitterness against a human comrade 
(Eph: 4:18, 31), 


When cause for rebellion against an-. 


other person arises, do not let it upset 
your peace. Do as David ‘did: “Stand 
in awe, and sin not: commune with your 
own heart upon your bed, and be still” 
(Psas; 4:4; 3:1-8). 
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Teaching the Juniors. 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 
AST week we saw that David treated 
‘Mephibosheth as if he were his own 
son. Mephibosheth loved David very 
much, But one of David’s own sons did 
not love his father. His name was Ab- 
salom. He loved no orle but himself. 
Tue Srory 

Absalom was a very hands6me young 
man. All the people said he was the 
best looking man in the whole country. 
His hair was thick and curly: He only 
cut it off once a year and then he weigh- 
ed it to see how heavy it was. 

Absalom expected to be king when his. 
father died, but he got tired of Waiting 
for King David to die. He decided to 
make himself king as soon as possible, 
He got horses and chariots and fifty men 
to run ahead of him whenever he went 
anywhere. 

Absalom got up early every morning 


and stood by the gate of the palace. He 


talked with everyone who came to see 
the king. If a man bowed down to 
Absalom, Absalom would put his arms 
around him and kiss him. Absalom said 
to those who came in, “If I were only 
made judge in the land, I would see that 
you got what you wanted.” Absalom 
did not really care about the people at 
all but he wanted them to llove him so 
that they would make him king. 

After a time, Absalom sent spies all 
through the land of Israel. The spies 
teld the people, “As soon as ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, 
‘Absalom is king.’ ” 

Then Absalom told King David that he 
had to go to Hebron. He said, “I prom- 


ised the Lord that I would offer a sacri- 


fice to Him in Hebron.” 

His father said, “Go in peace.” so 
Absalom went. He took two hundred 
men with him from Jerusalem, but these 
men did not know his wicked plans. 
Absalom also sent for his father’s coun- 
selor, Ahithophel, to help him get rid of 
King David so that he could be king 
right away. 

A messenger came to King David to 
tell him what Absalom was doing. David 
and all his household fied from Jeru- 
salem at once. Six hundred men went 
with David also. One of these men was 
named Ittai. Ittai was not an Israelite 
so David said to him, “You do not need 
to leave Jerusalem. Absalom will not 
bother you because you are a foreigher.” 
Ittai answered, “I love you, King David, 
and I want to be with you in life or in 
death.” So Ittai and his family and all 
his men went with David. 

Another man named Hushai loved 
David also and wanted to be with him. 
But David said to him, “You are too old 
to go on a long hard journey with me. 
Stay in Jerusalem and send me news of 
what Absalom is doing.” 


me, why should I mind Shimei? 
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King David walked-along barefooted, 
weeping as he went. All thost who went 
with him were weeping, too. As this 
sad procession wound. its way up the 
mount of Olives, a. wicked man named 
Shimei met them, He was pleased to 
see the king in trouble, Shimei swore 
at King David and threw stones at him 
and at all that were with him. One oi 
the men with David said, “Let me go 
over and cut off Shimei’s head.” But 
David said, “If my own son wants to kill 
Let 
him alone; the Lord sees. him.” Whén 
Shimei saw that no one tried to fight 
him, he followed them along the road 
throwing rocks and dirt and saying bad 
words. The Lord did see him. 

Absalom and all the men who were 
with him marched triumphantly into 
Jerusalem. .” 

CoNcLUSION 


We will have to stop for today, but 
that is not the end of the story. See how 
much trouble was caused by one wicked 
son! 


FERNDALE, WasH, 
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The Treasure Chest for 


Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
Absalom Rebels Against His Father 
,* (2 Sam. 15:1-12) 


AST Sunday I said we’d learn how, 
God punished David for his great sin. 

Well, King David had a very handsome 
son called Absalom. Absalom had the 
most beautiful hair of anyone in all the 
country. But I’m sorry to tell you that 
Absalorn’s heart was black — black! 

He had. a thought which grew and 
grew. At first he thought, “I wish I 
were king.” Then after a while he said, 
“I will be king.” 

So Absalom stood by the gate of Jeru- 
salem and as people passed by, he would 
smile sweetly at-them, take them by the 
hand and act as though he loved them 
a lot. 

People began’ to say, “Isn’t Prince 
Absalom wonderful? He would make 
a grand king!” . 

But would he? 

One day Absalom went to a city called 
Hebron and got up a big dinner party. 
He invited many important men from 
Jerusalem. Other men he sent to cities 
hear by. “When you hear us blowing 
horns in Hebron,” he said, “then blow 
your horns, too, wherever you are, and™ 
tell the people, ‘Absalom is king.’ ” 

These men did as they were told: 
More and more people heard about Ab- 
salom. 

After a while the news reached David. 
He said sadly, “We must run away at 
once. For Absalom will come and try 
to: kill us all.” z 

So David hurried with his soldiers out: 


* 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Keep Christ in your Christmas Greetings 
Scripture Text Box Assortments: 
21 cards, Sunshine Line, Delain Nos. 47, 471 $1.99 
12 cards, Messenger Line, No. 4 ; 
10 catdsy Sunshine Line, Good Ouality) No. 7 
Scripture calendars, 30c . lower in quantity 


Are you interested in spreading the good news 
of salvation by printed Gospel tracts? 

Th traces fi i 
canals. ms e can ha. “— ep x 
different and bringing ac eat Gos 7 kinds 
for 10 cents, and a large package 1s for 


$1. fcpes i oa Seuipease you wi be even, 
returned or yon Stag x Psa. 126:6. Send orders to: od 





J. H. Fleming, 4232 Burns Ave., Los Angeles 27, Calif. ; 








+ (CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles 53, Calif. 





SALES OPPORTUNITY - 


CHRISTIAN MEN AND WOMEN 


Splendid opportunity taking sales orders: of Citrus 
Fruits for Christian organizagion during season No- 
vember 1947 to June 1948. Attractive commission 
basis. Whole or parttime work. Must have excel- 
lent references from pastor and two others. Write to: 


Healthglo Citrus Fraits, P. 0, Box 123T, Largo, Fla. 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the Trumes. 


. Through the Bible Study 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
Meareay ree gr ip 


veces iat? Re 
Meeenulee 20 by 4 "Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 














TELL OTHERS 


@ Use Christmas tracts and cards to “‘tell the 
wait g Him who wae bor was born to save the 
wo ohn 
early; avoid last minute oa eal py te 
cents for Sample Pack. $1 for 200 
different tracts. Write today. 


FAITH, PRAYER AND TRACT LEAGUE 


Dept. ST 
1016 .- 11th St.,N.W. Grand Rapids, Mich.. 











‘Word of Life Hour Staff 


offers new book 
Word of Life 
CHORUS MELODIES 
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of Jerusalem and went to the woods to 
hide. 

Dick, will you and Jog stand up? For 
David told two boys like you to stay in 
Jerusalem. Can you guess why? 

“Yes, these. two boys, Jonathan and 
Ahimaaz, were to do some FBI work. 
They were to scout around and use their 
eyes and ears. Then whatever happened, 
they could run to the woods and tell 
David. about. it. 

Soon Absalom’and his friends came to 
Jerusalem ~and moveg into the king’s 
palace. They: hoped to find the_king 
there. : 

“Well,” cried Absalom, “if the king has 
run away, let us run after him. We can 
soon find and kill him and his*frien 

The two boys, Jonathan and Ahimaaz, 
heard what Absalom said. Quickly they 
ran out of the city to the woods and told 
King David, They were almost caught 
once, but they got away. I think they 


were two very smart boys, don’t you? 


If they were living today, would they 
smoke or drink liquor? .... 

Sadly Devid made his army ready for 
battle. “But whatever you do,” he told 
the men, “don’t hurt my son, Absalom.” 

Next day there was a fierce battle. 
Absalom tried to run away oh his white 
mule, He passed under a big oak tree 
and his beautiful hair caught in the 
branches, so’ he just hung there while the 
mule ran on. | ~ 

After a bit, David’s men came up and 
saw Absalom struggling to get loose. 
They took darts and ran them through 
Absalom. So the proud, wicked prince 


Classes, . died there in the oak tree. 


David felt badly about this. But. be 


knew God had to punish sin always. - 


Absalom’s sin is called rebellion. Our 
Memory Verse tells us about it (1 Sam, 
15: 23). 


Carl, find in the Treasure Chest, the’ 


picture of a boy. This is Jack who re- 
belled against his mother when she asked 
him to mow the lawn. _How should he 
be punished? 

Martha may find the picture of a girl. 
This is Marie who rebelled against the 
arithmetic lesson the teacher gave her, 


_and would not even try to do it. How 


should Martha be punished? 

Ronny, find the picture of Rusty, the 
colt, Rusty rebelled against being hitch- 
ed toa wagon. What should bé done to 
him? 

Now Jean will find a picture of Ab- 
salom who rebelled against his father 
David. ‘How did God punish Absalom? 

How. will He punish people who rebel 
against Jesus today? 

FORESTVILLE, N, Y. 
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‘old fast Christ, but take His cross 


Ho 
and Hintself cheerfully. Christ and His 
not separable in this life, how- 


‘ 


Wiod 


cross are 
ever they part at Heaven's door.—Sam- 


October 18,.1947 
Illustrating the Lesson. 


Since the | Evangelical International Lessons 
will not be treated in the Times in 1948, no 
lesson list will be published by the Times. 


Only Two Courses.—For rebellion is 


as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness 


iniquity. and idolatry (1 Sam. 15: 
23, Golden Text). Said the old saJt to the 
young apprentice, “Aboard a man-o’-war, 
my lad, there’s. only two things — one is 
duty; the other is mutipy.”—-From the 
Sunday School Teacher. Sent by Mrs. 
M., Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration. » 


Love Sometimes Must Say, “No!”—Ab- 


salom prepared him chariots and horses, 


and fifty men to run before him (@Sam. 
15:1). I taught at Mercer Unive for 
five yeafs; and I observed the actual 
harm which came to certain young men 
because their parents had given them 
things that they did not need and which 
actually hurt and hampered them... A 
well-to-do merchant sent his boy to 
Mereer, and in his freshman year, gave 
him an autgmobile. I knew: the father 
well enough to talk frankly with him, 
and the first time he came to see his son, 
I suggested that he take the car back 
with him. I explained that the boy was 
being. tempted to kill time and waste 
money because of the car. The father 
thanked me, but allowed the boy’ to 
out-talk him, and went home without 
taking the car. -In less than a month, 
the boy was arrested at a drunken brawl, 
It cost the father several hundred dol- 
lars, and the boy failed in every study 
that term. After Christmas, the boy 
came. back without the car, asked to be 
given a Second chance, and graduated 
four years later, with honors. On the 
day of his graduation, the father pre- 
sented him with a beautiful car. God’s 
clear teachings concerning gifts for out 
children will save us many a heartache. 
—From Dr. Louie BD. Newton, in the 
Teacher, S. B. C.. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 


The Danger of Diplomacy.—Absalom 
said moreover, Oh that I were made 
judge in the land, that every man which 
hath any suit or cause.might come unto 
the,and I would do him justice! (2 Sam. 
15:4.) The promises of the politicians 
and reformers are what they are going 
to do, but the promises of Jesus Christ 
can be realized right now.—Gypsy Smith, 

Statesmanship and diplomacy have 
failed, and the only remedy. is Jesus 
Christ.—David Lloyd George. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 

Absalom’s Disobedience.—On this man- 
ner did Absalom (2 Sam. 15:6). In the 
twelve short verses of this lesson there 
is a record of Absalom’s disobedience 
to five of the Ten Commandments — The 
third in verses 7 and 8, the fifth in verses 
3 and 12, the eighth in verse 6, the ninth 
in verse 3, the tenth in verses 10 and 12. 


—From E, Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex,’ 


Eng. 
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Lesson for November 2 


Safe Only on Your Knees.—But Ab- 
salom (2 Sam. 15:10). When an am- 
bitious mountain climber, thrilled: with 
excitement, stood erect at last upon an 
Alpine peak, his guide shouted warn- 
ingly, “On your knees, sir! You-are not 
safe here save on your knees!” The man 
who is highest up has most need to re- 
main on his knees—From Northern 
Messenger. Sent by Mrs, B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 
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This Week's Questions Munivied 


<The questions are on page 1018) 


1. As ‘Absalom rode, the runners going 
before would cry, “Bow thé knee.” It is 
said that this sdme word is used today in 
making the camels kneel. It was the 
method used when Pharaoh raised Joseph 
to his position of authority (Gen. 41:43, 44), 
as a public declaration of his honor; and 
Adonijah used the. same advertisement 
when he planned to usurp the throne (1 
Kings 1: 

2. The men were spies in that they first 
ascertairfed the feelings of the various tribes. 
They gave Absalom’s message only when 
they could count upon support, Otherwise 
word would have,been carried to the king. 


3. David’s many wives were the cause of 
jealousy and discontent, not only. among 
themselves, but also among their children. 
The children did not have the spiritual 
training that they should have had; David 
was too indulgent a father—and Absalom 
was one of his favorite sons. 


4. He undoubtedly had great pride and 
vanity —glorying in his beauty and his 
wonderful thick hair, for these .were the 
talk of the nation; he had a quick, fierce 
temper; and he was deceitful. Even before 
he won the hearts of the people of the land 
by treacherously pretending to love them, 
he had, in his anger, slyly killed his 
brother Amnon, giving him no chance to 
repent, but slaying. him while he was 
drinking. ; 4 

5. Ancient versions of the Bible have 
“four years.” 

6. He was the grandfather of Bathshebe. 
Perhaps he saw here a means of avenging 
the shame that David had brought upon his 
family. 

7. Most pertinently ving 3, and probably 
Psalms 41 (see v. 9) and 

8. He is a type of Sides Iscariot. Come- 
pare Psalm 41:9 with John 13:18. Note, 
too, that both men committed sujcide. 

9. Whom the Lord loves He chastens 
(Heb. 12:6). It was to David a time of 
great heart-searching, and he came to a 
deeper and more intimate knowledge of 
God. “All his sorrows bore fruit, although 
they were occasioned .by his faults” ": N. 
Darby). 
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Children n at Home 
Molly's / s Apron 


A true story 
By Etta W. Schlichter 


6 OLLY,” said Molly’s mother, “the | 


girls of the Mission Band are going 
to send a box of clothing to the Phil- 
ippines. How would youMike to help “ 
Mother go through your closet and see 
what you can give them to send?” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“I know where the Philippines ate,” 
said Molly, whose real name was Mar- 
ian. “When the war was going on, the 
enemies came and took all the people’s 
food and. clothes, and burned their 
houses.” . 

“Yes,” said Mother. “Think of little 
children without food or clothes and 
with no place to livé unless we help 
them.” 

*‘Tll give them half of-my things,” 
promised Molly eagerly. 

“You needn’t give them the things that 
you can wear,” said Mother, “but you 


have a lot of things that you have out- 


— 
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“ATTENTION” 


Earn extra money 


Selling SNAPON 
SANDALS has for 
many years been a 
favorite means ofearn- 
ing extra money. 
Now made in TWO 
sizes for better fit and 
so compact they may 
be carried in the purse, they are a necessary 
item to every woman’s wardrobe. 

Easy to sell. Write for our liberal profit plan. 


SNAPON RUBBER SHOE CO. 
BOX 104-B WATERTOWN 72, MASS, 











HOW. GOOD ARE YOUR SUNDAY 


TRY THE VACANT-CHAIR TEST 


Take a look at your Sunday School classroom after your pupils are gone, Are the Sunday 


School papers left behind? Instead wouldn't you like to give out papers which every 
POWER and MY COUNSELLOR. 


take home every Sunday? You can do 


pupil will 
Hundreds of 


other Sunday Schools have been enthusiastically using them quarter after quarter. Your pupils 


can have the same thrill. 


> 


First, make this simple “vacant-chair” test, Send for sample copies of POWER (for teen- 


agers) and MY COUNSELLOR (for 9-13-year-olds). Give them to one or two of your classes. 
Watch how eagerly they are received and taken home—with seldom a copy left on the chairs! 


There are several reasons why. POWER and MY COUNSELLOR are eye-catching in their 


two-color designing. 
absorbing real-life features, fiction, 
or subscriptions. Rates are surprisingly low. 


Mow eg a nag Bee: he sonry Log. ncetemmpeee tages coerce yore 
» puzzles, quizzes...Use coupon below for sample copies 





Please tail postpaid as checked below. Rrmoant enced 8 — opt S07 




















———— Quarterly Subscriptions. to 
Ge on al CGE Was We cdbtae Bola 
venarctueiihtioe ae op less than S$ to address below) oo 
Name 
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City State_t 
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CHRISTIAN GREETING CARBS 


Twenty-four different box assortments — Christmas, 
Everyday, All Birthday, All Get-Welt and Personal 
Notes. Beautiful cards, extraordinary values, something 
to satisfy nearly everyone, and nearly everyone is a 
prospective customer. 

You can earn attractive extra boriuses too. Samples 
on, approval to responsible people. Write today for 
complete details. 

LOUIS GOULD 

Box38 Gracie Station New York 28, N. Y. 
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grown, and that are very good. You may 
help select them.” 

“There’s one thing,” said Molly, “that 
I can’t give away.” 

*“What is that?” asked Mother. 

“T'll show-you When we cdnie to it,” 
said Molly. 

What nice things came from the hooks 
and shelves! Dresses and jackets and 
undies, all clean and nicely pressed, al- 
most as good as new. 


Molly’s eyes danced as she helped pile 





typical ‘‘Mzee"’ of 
in darkest Africa. 





. inset, A 
; light of life 


“Out of Every Kindred” av sis 


In the years since it was char- 
tered, well trained, consecrated, 
Bible- ‘believing men and women have 
enlisted wet missionaries under this 
Board. of these afe already 
eee ristian workers, who 
“know the times”, the issues and 
the needs-of our ‘day. Some of them 
have come from other boards. Some 
are con new appointees. As 
of December, 1946, we had sixty- 
one earnest workers under ce 
ment to our various foreign 


Nine missions have thus far been 
laced in operation: one each ip 
hina, India, Atabia, Palestine, Ken- 

ya Colony. Africa, Peru, Bolivia, 

Chile and Mexico. Korea already 

has been occupied, but is temporarily 


in abeyance due to war conditions. 
The Board also plans a mission in 
Japan, where the doors are now wide 
open to the Gospel seed’sower. 


In. every field, our workers ecek 
to carry on their ministry by a 
roved New ‘Testament methods 
This a means that the Bible is Seiepeed 
and taught as the infallible Word 
of to man. Our missionaries - 
offer the glad _tidings* of . Christ's 
atoning death for sin as the only 
way to God; and seek. to build up 
each believer in a knowledge of the 
Word and in a life of obedience to 
its. precepts. Converts also. are 
trained in self support, self exten- 
sion, self. government, and in ‘the 
boommenne Set ability to “feed the 


If you are loyal to “the whole gospel” till He come, we 


invite you to share in our wor 
service, or in whatever manner 


by prayer, by life 


€ may direct you. 


Address The General Secretary, Dept. Tz0¢7 
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for PRESBYTERIAN 
L FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Philadelphia 44, Pa:, U.S.A. 
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the clothes on her bed; ready to send 
to the Mission Band, and, although 
Mother waited for her to point out the 
thing she couldn’t part with, she did not 
say a word about what it might be. 

“Now let’s look through your bureau 
drawers,” said Mother, “and see what 
we can find there.” 

“Oh, Mother,” said Molly, “let’s not 
look in my bureau drawers— not the 
top oné anyway!” - 

“But there are some good socks and 
stockings there,” 
“They are too small for you. Surely you 
want to sehd them to the little Filipino 
children.” 

So Molly cepened the top drawet, and 
there, neatly folded and ygight on top of 
the cther things, was the cunningest 


_ little new apron. It had a broad blue 
. band to go around the waist, then a' wide 


flowery stripe and then another blue one. 
It. was the only apron Molly had ever 
had and it was just as pretty as it could 
be. 

“I can’t give my apron away,” said 
Molly. “I just love it!” 

“But think how. happy it will make 
some little girl in the Philippines,” said 
Mother. “Is it being generous to give, 
away only the things you do not want 
yourself?” 

Molly shook her head and swallowed 
hard. Then, with tears in her eyes, she 
took the ‘cherished apron and laid it 
with the pile of clothes on the bed. 

Mother kissed her. “Don’t you remem- 
ber what Daddy read from the Bible this 
morning — ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to reéefve’ 7” she said. But Molly 
was still tearful. 

“Now let’s take the things to Esther’s 
home where they are packing the 
boxes,” said Mother. So Molly helped 
carry the clothes and put them in the 
car. 

The boxes were nearly ready.to close. 

“Oh,” said Esther, “this is just what 
we need for the last box. And what a 
cunning apron! I’m sure you gave us 
this, didn’t you, Molly?” 

“I didn’t want to,” said Molly hon- 
estly, as she touched the apron lovingly. 

“Oh!” said Esther ‘sympathetically, 
“you love your apron. Well, then, Molly, 
I think you should keep it. We haven’t 
any aprons for the Philippine children, 
but there are lots of other nice things, 
so you just take your apron back and 
enjoy it.” 

Molly hugged .the apron to’ her heart 
and sat dov'a to watch Mother help put 
her things in the box. She was thinking 
very hard about. the little children 
whose homes had been burned and their 
food and clothing taken from them. How 
would she feel if all the pretty things 
in her closet should be taken from her 
and Daddy had no money to buy her 
more? 

“There!” she heard Esther say. “That's 
‘the last thing.” Now we'are ready to put 
the lids on the boxes.” ” 

Molly: «tid down from her chair and 
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‘answered © Mother. ‘ 
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Lesson for November 2 


laid the apron on top of the clothes. She 
patted it lovingly and said, “Take it.” 
“But it’s yours, Molly,” said Esther. 
“Why don’t you keep it?” 
“Jesus said, ‘It’s more blessed to give 
_than to receive,’” answered Molly. 
“But I’m sure Jesus would like you to 
have your pretty apron,” said Esther. 
“I want it to go to the Philippines,” 
said Molly, and then her face shone. 
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. The Young People's 
_ Prayer Meeting 
* By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 2 
3. Notes From Missionaries’ Diaries 
(Acts 26:1-23; 2 Cor. 11:23-28) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Seciety of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 





‘ 


VEN though your young people’s 
group may not have been in direct 
communication with missionaries on the ‘ 
field, you need not be at a loss for “notes 
from missionaries’ diaries” to userfor this 
meeting. The Book of Acts and the Epis- 
tles are packed with missionary testi- 
mony. Paul was, of course, the early 
church’s greatest missionary, and all of 
his Epistles were written from the mis- 
sion field to Christians. Luke, who wrote 
the Book of the Acts, accompanied Paul 
on some of his missionary journeys. 
Peter was certainly a missionary and no 
doubt we-could include John in this same 
category. 

Our Scripture portion for this topic 
includes two of Paul’s stirring missionafy 
testimonies. Use with these others that 
you can locate easily in Paul’s Epistles, 
stressing particularly such statements as 
found in 1 Corinthians 3:5-11; 9: 16-18; 9: 
19-27; 15:9-11; Ephesians 3:1-8; 6:18-20; 
Philippians 1: 12-14; 3; 4-11; 1 Thesgaloni- 
ans 2:1-9. 

You will note and should emphasize 
that while Paul in no way minimizes the 
sufferings and privations and perils he 
encountered on his missionary journies, 
at no time does he indicate that he would 
have exchanged immunity from them for 
the privilege“of preaching the Gospel of 
Christ, There is not one word of regret 
that he had become an ambassador, for 
Christ. On the contrary, he speaks of 
the compulsion from which he could not 
escape, and his rejoicing that he was 
eounted worthy to carry the Good News 
to those who had not heard it.. He does 
not pray to be spared suffering. but for 
greater ability and opportunity to pro- 
claint Christ. 

As you talk with true missionaries of 
the cross today, you will soon learn that 
one thing they dislike above all else is 
to be pitied because of their separation 
from loved ones and because of hardships 
they endure on the field. Their concern 
is for the lost ones in the uttermost parts, 
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‘For Sale or for Personal Use 





Comforti ing of cheer to the sick 
end eorrowing, birthday, CHRISTMAS, ete., many-with 
BIBLE — Boxed and unboxed — good profit. 
Catalog list will be sent on request. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Ine. 





264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 
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Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenne,N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
George A. Miles, Presiddnt 
Write for catalogue 
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COLOR FILM 


screen, 
jector, 


based on current quarter’s Uniform 


p 


on a 
“PAY AS YOU SHOW” Plan 


VIEWLEX PROJECTOR AND BIBLI- 


¢ 


STRIPS based on Uniform Lessons, 


now available to every Sunday School, at a price so 
low you can buy them out of collections! Only $10 
down and $10 monthly for 12 months! Projector is 
convenient, compact, complete, with tuckaway 


in case 14” square. A two-in-one pro- 
with one Tens for projection on tuck- 


away screen in broad daylight, another Jens 
for regular size screen, Anyone can operate 
easily. Takes both film strips and slides. 


You will get eight film strips as they are 
issued in 1948, Two per quarter, each with 25 
of Standard’s exclysive Bibli-color pictures, 


If you already have a projector, subscribe for these new strips at 4 


_ price of only 


$3 gach. Complete outfit sells for $121.95 cash—savin 


you $9.05, Send today for complete story and additional illastrationst 





two colors, a different design eve 


varied each month. Approximately 38 Biblical 
designs: and 14 general illustrations - yearly. 
Christmas and Easter folders are in full color, at 
no extra cost. Illustration only on pa 
ing other three pages blank for you. 
shipped flat. New orders must be sent by Novem- 
ber 15, to receive Bulletins for month 
Minimum shipment, 100 for edch saneer in the 
month; larger quantities in multiples of 50 
Price is only 75¢ per 100 copies, postpaid 
anywhere in U. S. Entire congregation will like 
these bulletins for their Biblical pictures, un- 
usual beauty and variety. Order through your 
bookstore or write today for folder showing 
actual sample of bulletin, and complete details. 


Address Desk 115 


THE. STANDARD PUBLISHING CO., 20 


Sunday - by - Sunday CHURCH suiusTin FOLDERS 


FEATURING BIBEE~ART PICTURES 
that beautify your program, add variety and in- 
spiration to each service. Beautifully printed in 


week, colors 


1, leav- 
olders are 


January. 





E. CENTRAL PKWY., CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 
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It pays .to visit our share- profit Book 
Store. $1 book free with each $5 cata- 
log order. Write for free catalog. 


TABERNACLE BAPTIST BOOK STORE | 
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and they want our concern at home to to thank you for upholding us before 


octupied with pity and sympathy for the 
missionary. . 
% 
If you have no recent letters from 






































i present-day missionaries, perhaps these 
690 Squth 19h Smect. = >, Way Teme | paca aS, from actual missionary letters 
r : - may be found useful: 

“A few days before Easter found vari- 
ous sections of Cawnpore, and later the 
whole of Cawnpore, under a twenty-four- 
hour curfew. ... One night at the mission 
we could hear the police gunfire disperse 
the , rioters. Some shops, and homes 
were. burned. People lived: in fear. 
Some were seen fleeing from the.,city 
with their few possessions. We pray for 
continued freedom to preach the Word.” 
—A missionary to India, 

: ve 

“Our thoughts quite frequently turn to 
you at home. Things that we see and do 


make us wish that you might share these 
107 Ninth Street ’ Winone Lake, Ind. experiences with us. We certainly want 
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| Giving Can Be Increased! 
. OFFERING BANK our popular Sunday Schoo! bank, suit 


able for birthday, missionary, and special offerings—and for your 
table! A durable glass bank with plastic top and bese, $1.20. 











@SECURITY MITE BOXES Tiree sub 
jects—My Offering: My Easter Offering: My Christmas 
Offering. Heavy cardboard, size U4 by 24% by 3- inches. 
Order by title. 100 boxes, $2.50. : 


@ INLAY DIME COLLECTORS Size folded; 3%, by 51% ioches, No. 10D, Holdd 
$1.00 in dimes. $1.50, 2 100. No, 20D. Holds $2.00 in dimes, $2.50 g 100. No. 30D. Holds 30 
dimes., $3.75 2 100. No, 60D, Holds $6.00 in dimes, $4.50 &.100, 

‘ @OPEN SLOT COLLECTORS poe comperitions—cwo colors—ed and blue. 100 


collectors may in $16.00 in pennies; $65.00 In nickels; $160 in dimes. No. 1 for pennies of 
dimes, No, 2 nickels, Order by number and color. $2.25 a 100; $21.50 a 1000, 


WILLIAM H, DIETZ, Inc. 
10 South Wabash Avenue, “Dept. 16 








Chicago 3, Illinois 









Books —_ Bibles _ Novelties be likewise directed, rather than to be the throne of grace. In these days of 


becoming adjusted and learning the lan- 
guage, we feel the need greatly. 

“It does not take us long to see the 
great need of the people for our Lord. 
We shall be happy for the day when we 
can actively take part in the ‘work. Do 
remember the workers on the field.”— 
A missionary to Peru. 

ye 

“God leads us so gently... . If we had 
all dark days we Would despair. If we 
had all bright days, successful days, we 
would become careless, proud, and use- 
less. He leads gently to bring out the 
best in each of us. Our part is to follow. 
He gives us a bright day to encourage 
us to gird up our loins for the "many. 
‘hard, dark days ahead. One would like 
to dodge those dark days, but dodging 
them brings no glory to Him, and no 
strength to us. And so we rejoice in the 
bright days, and pray Him for strength 
for the dark. And then’ the sunshine of 
His face makes the dark days bright and 


* possible. And, by a divine and beautiful 


paradox; there are no dark days at all, 
and the shining is never withdrawn.”— 
A missionary to Palestine. 


b 4 

“Daily we make trips into the villages 
that are around, Never did I dream that 
I would ever be ‘bouncing over’ such 
rpads, if I can call them roads. Praise 
God for the jeep. We would never be 
able to make it with any other auto. 

“On our first long trip out, we made 
it through one out of many tough spots, 
but, returning at six,.we got stuck, the 
back wheels in mud and the front ones 
hanging on the high ridge. It was grow- 
ing darker. We couldn’t get any help, 
for at night everyone hurries home or 
stays atthome. And in spite of all efforts, 
Inayat wading in the water an hour try- 
‘ing to get some support under the 
wheels, at 7.15 p.m. we were compelled 
to give up and to hike the remaining six 
miles. We were tired, cold, hungry, but 
happy,in the Lord. The car was rescued 
the next morning, no damage. Praise 
God for the flashlight we had. Inayat 
and I blazed the trail and I practiced 
Urdu on him, Romans 8:28.”—A mission- 
ary to India. 


PHILADELPHIA, we 


With the New Books 


Nests Above the Abyss. By Isobel 
Kuhn, (China Inland Mission, Philadel- 
phia 44; $2.25.) On precarious perches : 
along the almost perpendicular sides of 
tremendous mountains, which, tower 





sometiines up to fifteen thousand feet, 
the Lisu tribe of West China has built 
its villages. In the valley the raging Sal- 
ween River, whose source is in the up- 
lands of Tibet, winds like a serpent 
through mighty canyons and deep ra- 
vines. Satan has had full sway in this 











Lesson for November 2 





region for centuries, but in recent years 
the Gospel has been carried there by 
some of God’s obedient servants whose 
privilege and joy it has been to see dark- 
ened hearts turn to the light: 

~ How Satan has loosed his sharp winds 
to beat against these fledgling Christians, 
and how they have sought and found 
shelter in the Rock Christ Jesus, Mrs. 
Kuhn tells in this unusual book:. One 
of these was Gad, who stole from the 
missionaries but later confessed his theft 
and desired to be truly saved. He be- 
came one of their most trusted and 
dependable workers. He died with 
words of warning on his lips to those 
about him, and Mrs. Kuhn writes of 
him: “Gad died, trying to ‘give to him 
that needeth.’ The great Abyss of Sin 
had. once madé him’ shudder, and the 
tender shelter of the Cleft Rock (the 
forgiving grace of the Lord Jesus). never 
ceased to comfort his soul. But com- 
fort was not all he desired. He was 
ashamed ‘of that past; he wanted to ex- 
press gratitude. With that thought in 
his heart, Gad -set his face toward 
service. The raw Wind of Sickness, 
whipped against him but did not stop 
him. The moaning Wind of Loneliness 
made him shiver but it also taught him 
to snuggle into the Shelter of his Rock. 
¢ °*Thus when unexpectedly (he «was still 
in his twenties) the bleak Wind of Death 
came whistling over the Abyss, he was 
so disciplined to self-forgetfulness that 
it failed to produce any ‘terror, just con- 
cern lest the younger nestlings around 
him, who had had less opportunity to 
study their Rock, might be needlessly 
overwhelmed. y 

“Jesus said the proof of love is feed- 
ing his sheep (John 21:16). Friend, who 
pridest thyself thou wast never a thief 
—art thou tending Christ’s sheep?” 

Time and space are lacking to tell of 
Homay and Leah, Me-do-Me-pa, Luke, 
Job, and many others who fought a 
good fight and kept the faith. 

Mrs. Kuhn has an original style which 
grips the reader because of its frank sim- 
plicity. One feels that one is reading 
a fascinating letter from a - personal 
friend, rather than a book. Many homely 
little touches endear her beloved Lisu 
to One’s heart, and the reader is stirred 

pray for them and for the brave mis- 
sionaries laboring among them, and also 
to ask the Lord of ‘the harvest to thrust 
out more laborers into .this needy and 
ripe field. 


The Bible in Mission Lands. By Mil- 
dred Cable and Francesca. French. 
(Fleming H. Reveil Co., New York 10; 
$1.50.) Veteran missionaries of the China 
Inland Mission, thoroughly educated and 
trained both in the University of Geneva 
and in the great deserts of Gobi and 
Turkestan, the authors have produced 
another book that ought to have 4 wide 
circulation, “The Book Which Demands 
a Verdict” is the title of the first chap- 
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ter, and, whether the verdict be that of 
the Communist — “The Bible is thie dope 
of the people’—or the opinion of a 
king who presented the Word of Life 
to his troops—“The Bible \has been a 
wholesome and strengthening influence 
in our national life’—the final judg- 
ment must be that God’ has magnified 
His Word even above His pame, and 
there it must stand in spite of its ene- 
mies. In many instances and under 
widely differing circumstances, © the 
hearts of men and women have been 
stirred to an acceptance of the Saviour 
through the: power of the Bible alone. 
There are several chapters given to the 
miraculous preservation of the Scrip- 
tures and the struggle against almost 
insurmountable difficulties in translat- 
ing it into the common speech of the 
people; and there are thrilling accounts 
of its distribution and its power to trans- 
form lives. The unqualified statements 
regarding the Moffatt translation and 
the biographical sketch of the Japanese 
“Christian” author, Toyohiko Kagawa, 
are to be regretted, but these need not 
detract from the value of this excellent 
missionary treatise. 


The National S. S.- Association's 
“Uniform Bible Lesson Series” 


N FULFILLMENT of its promise made 
in the leading editorial in the issue 

of June 21, the Tres publishes herewith 
further information concerning the “Uni. 
form Bible Lesson Series,” to begin in 


1948 and issued under: the auspices of, 


the National Sunday School Association. 
A sample m, that of January 4, is 
given first;“then the general outline, by 
quarters, for 1948; then a brief summary 
of the remaining four years of the. five- 
year cycle. 
JaNuARY 4 
Topic: “God Gave Us His Son.” 
Scripture Setting: Matthew 1 and 2, 

Printed Text: ee 1:20-23; 2:1, 2, 11, 


Age Level Approach 
Primary—“The Little Lord Jesus.” 


‘ Junior—“God Gives and Protects His Son.” 


Young People—‘The Heaven-sent Christ.” 
Adult—"Christ the Fulfillment of Prophecy.” 
Lesson Outline - 
1. The Heavenly Messenger (Matt. 1:20-23). 
2. The Hopeful Magi (Matt. 2:1 to 2:11). 

3. The Herodian Massacre (Matt. 2:13-16). 
Golden Text: "For God so loved the world, 


that he gave his only begotten Son, that — 


whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but Rave everlasting life” (John 
3:16). 


Evangelistic Emphasis: How true it is that 
the whole-Gospel is contained in John 3: 
16! This can be proved b} taking the 
first letters of the emphasized words. “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be~- 
lieveth on him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” 

Daily Bible Readings: 
Monday.—Matthéw 1 aes 
Tuesday.—Isaiah $§3:2-1 
Wednesday ,—Luke }: >. 56. 


2: 1, 2, uM, 13-16. 


\ 
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Make excellent gifts. Made in three 
attractive numbers: 


PLASTIC TREASURE BOX - § .75 
HEAVENLY MANNA - - - 1.00 
BREAD OF LIFE---- - 125 





Substantial discounts to dealers 


HING COMPANY 


ELIZABETH, N.J 


Oranges and Grapcfruit 


CROSS PUBLIS 








Commence shipping, Necmher 15 to 20. 
Place orders now. All shipments are ied 
and guaranteed. 


Highest Quality, Hand-Picked, Tree-Ripened 
Orders of 3 to 6, 2% discount; more, 3% discount 
’ ‘Standard Bushel Basket 


De UE COT SS esd ok oWesb esas $4.95 

Oranges and Grapefruit. . bbe weds Gondbere V6 te 4.70" 

Grapefruit itehmesintssekees osédechen bien 4.35 
° Standard Half Bushel Basket 

| ERSTE Dae ee wee vem Pry $3.00 

pan nub oy I * os 0 bie dvondecese od 2.85 

ae, Viste casos ghee dodapetiods 2.70 

lude aid of 

oer West add 70 conte addtional for 

=r Mic. Pais add 45c for 
Wrat, Mi N he qr GU, ter Se ee Wash. add 


ultacae antes urs P.O. Box 123-1, Lars, a. 





THIS EASY PLAN 
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You need no experience to help earn 
money for your society by ——- 
these inspirational calendars. 
tiful Messenger Calendars, with 13 full color we 4 
gious illustrations by famous artists, sell on 
Inspiring scripture messages for “con : 
* features such as International Sunday School } 
son assignment, Golden Text for ¢ 
, and Prayer Meeting Text cach Wi vy 
ae calendars welcome in “every 
re an easy source of money for a 
amownt of spare time work. 


Ht 


senger ext Calendars from your own 
Publishing, — L THis cou -—- es Se rr we 
Messenger tion — Dept. 









































































1026 (22) * 


A fruitful ministry of 






lism and 
supported by offerings. 
Send for free with 


J, news of workin U.S. and China to: 
’ POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 














‘LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-h cry of 5,000,000 
\ Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. , 
Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. 
‘ and help requested. Wrje to 
. ARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


instional—A Woke Pate 
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, A Voice From Beyond 
\ and other poems 
Composed by 
PHILIP E. HOWARD 


ee nae 
The Sunday Schoo! Times Ce. 


‘A collection of. heart-stirring 


ey the reading of which will ah betes ee 
Np ure to every Christian. 

Paper bound, 50-cents postpeid 
The Sanday Scheel Times Company 
S25 N. 18th St, Philadelphia 6, 2a. 
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Thursday. —Matthew. 1:18-25. 
Friday. —Matthew 2:1-12. 
Saturday.—Matthew 2:13-23.- 
Sunday.—Luke 2:1-7. 
1948 Lessons 
First Quarter—Studies in Matthew and Mark. 
Second tudies in Acts. 
Third Quarter—Studies in Genesis 
Fourth Quarter—Further studies in Genesis, 
with special Christmas lessons. 


Remaining Four Years of Cycle - 
1948—The Gospel of Luke and the History 
of Israel. 
1950—The Gospel of John; History of Israel; 
The Life of Christ. 
1951—The Life of Christ; Book of Acts; His~ 
tory of Israel. ° 


1952—Topical, with the continuation of ap- 


propriate. themes for. Christmas, 
Easter, World’s Temperance Sunday, 
World’s Bible Sunday, and three doc- 
trinal lessons. 


In all ofthese years, provision is made 


for special doctrinal lessons and Christ- 


mas lessons. 

It should be kept in mind that the 
above outlines are tentative, and that 
there may be minor changes. 

Full information concerning the Uni- 
form Bible Lesson Series and literature 
containing helps on these lessons may be 
obtained from: the National Sunday 
School Association, 348 South Dearborn 
St., Chicago 4, 

we 


The Need for a Deeper Devotion 
to Christ - 
(Continued from second page) 


Joseph than the presence of the tempter. 
The opportunity to be faithful to God in 
the burning test meant more to Joseph 
than the opportunity ‘to sin, even though 
in secret, with little likelihood of detec- 
tion. “Wherefore take unto you the 
whole armour of God; that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand” (Eph. 6:13). 
* God’s warnings are written deep in 
the bitter experiences of others, Men 
and women have paid a terrific price for 
their transient enjoyment of the pleas- 
ures of sin, and multitudes have suffered 
with them, and on their account. Our 
responsibility is, to learn from the past. 
It seems that David sinned because he 
thought he could sin without being found 
out. Thé Lord God of Israel said through 
Nathan the prophet, “For thou didst it 
secretly.” In secret it was done, but the 
exposure was “before all Israel.” In 
secret. David sinned, but the results were 
calamitous, so that God must say, “Thou 
hast given great occasion to the enemies 
of the Lord to blaspheme” (see 2 Sam. 
12). How imperative then that we ab- 
stain from the very appearance of evil! 
Certain we are that secret sins grieve the 
Holy Spirit, therefore let us heed the ad- 
monition; “And grieve not the holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the 
day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30). 

“For the love of Christ constraineth 
us.” Commenting on this, Calvin ob- 
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lines from Ter Steegen. 


. October 18, 1947 


iron, we cannot refrain from devoting 
ourselves entirely to Christ, when we 
consider what great love "He exercised 
towards us, when He endured death in 
our stead” (Commentary by John Calvin, 
in loco). Neander, as quoted by Lange, 
expresses the truth thus, “He means, 
that ever since he became conscious of 
the saving love of Christ, a new prin- 
ciple of conduct had entered his heart.” 

Let us bray the Lord to create in us 
this “New principle of conduct” by med- 
itation on the love and purpose of. our 
blessed Saviour on the ¢ross, that we 
may share the deep experience of the 
Apostle Paul, as expressed in “The Stu- 
dent’s Commentary,” “For/the love of 
Christ overmastered him.” Paul was 
constrained by the love of Christ, that is, 
he was heid to the one purpose, shut up 
to the one soul-absorbing devotion. All 
other claimants must be dethroned “that 
in all things he might have the pre- 
eminence.” Behold Christ on the cross 
to know His love, and that iove, that Cal- 
vary love, reigning. in the heart will lead 
to an ever-deepening devotion to the 
person of Christ. 

I will conclude with a few words from 
Spurgeon, and then some wonderful 
Spurgeon em- 
phasized one thought especially, when 
hewrote, “That He may dwell in your. 
heart, that best room ‘in the house of 
manhood; not in your thoughts alone, 
but in your affections; not merely in the 
mind’s meditations, but in the heart’s 
emotions.” 

Oh, child of God, let me. urge you to 
give’ yourself time to. meditate on the 
Word of God, to commit this precious 
Scripture (2 Cor. 5:14, 15) and these 
choice lines from Ter Steegen to mem- 
ory, and then, with the blessing of the 
Lord, you will surely come to the ex- 
perience of sure and_- certain epirttual 
victory in Christ. 

Would’st thou know if Jesus loves thee? ~ 

If He loves, thee well? 

See Him suffer, broken-hearted 

All the pains of hell: 

Smitten, bearing in thy room, ' 

All thy guilt, and all thy doom. 


Unto me, the base, the guilty, 
Flows’ that living flood; 

I, Thine enemy, am ransomed , 
By Thy precious blood: 

Silent, at Thy feet I lie, 
Lest in Love’s immensity. 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Scheol Lesson Committee. 
October 27 to November 2 

Mon.—James 3:1-10, 
‘ The Challenge of the Tongue. 
Prayer Succestions: “If any man of- 
fend not in word,,fhe same is a perfect 


served, “For if we be not harder.than man, and able also to bridle the whole 
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body.” The battle of life is fought and 
won by Christians, who, by the grace of 
Christ, control the tongue. It is hardest 
of all members to tame. “Speech... 
with, grace, seasoned with salt” (Col, 4: 
6), insures influence for good in home, 
church, and community. The uncon- 
trolled tongue is your greatest obstacle 
.to success. Without grace in the heart it 
can never~be ruled. Pray for Practical 
Bible Training School, Bible School Park, 
Binghamton, N. Y. 


Tues.—Jamés 3:11-18. The Root of Speech. 

Prayer: Succestions: “Your hearts.” 
The mouth is the outlet for thoughts of 
the heart. If the inner life is godly, 
speech will be pure. “Out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” 
A fountain gives forth what it has, so, 
-“keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life.”) Pray for 


the American Scripture Gift Mission, 


325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 7. 
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A Cowardly Tengue 
Prayer SuccesTions: “This night, be- 
fore the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice.” Tongues can be ashamed to own 
the Lord, They can become cowardly in 
an unguarded moment.  A- slip in life 
causes a slump in testimony. Pray that ° 
you may never be ashamed to own your 
Lord or-to defend His cause. 


Thurs.—Acts 4:8-13. A Brave Tongue. 

Prayer Succestions: “Grant unto thy 
servants, that with all boldness they may 
speak thy word” (v. 29). Peter’s cow- 


ardly tongue was cured in the upper ' 


room. The spirit of fear gave way to 
boldness with the filling with the Holy 


‘Spirit. God does not give His people the 


spirit of fear, but of love and of a sound 
mind. We are saved to behave and to 
be brave. Pray for the Hebrew Chris- 
tian Society, Inc., 3620 Mayfield Rd., 
Cleveland 18. 


Fri.—James 4:1-10. The Strength To Resist. 
Praver Succestions: “Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.” It is with 
pleasures Satan haits his hooks of temp- 
tation? He works with what we like, 
and dislike. He studies to please physi- 
cally, mentally, and spiritually. He has 
had millenniums of experience with the 
wishes and weaknesses of man. In 
Christ, who overcame him in all things, 
we, in our resistance to Satan, are given 
victory in this conflict. Pray for the 
American Prophetic League, Inc., 4747 
Tounsend Ave., Los Angeles 41. 


elise 4:H-17. The Source of Law. 

Prayer Succestions: “One lawgiver.” 
God is the author of every good and per- 
fect gift. The Ten Commandments are 
an example.. They are perfect and good. 
The good God gave them. Wherever 
God’s Law is honored God gives conver- 
sions, Unfortunately, millions of law, 
less people rarely have it preached to 
them from the pulpits. The condemna- 
tion brought by the Law is a great 
preparation for salvation. by grace. The 
thunders of Sinai make the pardon and 
peace of Calvary welcome to guilty souls. 
Pray for more. preaching about God’s 
“righteous law, that. ground-preparative 
for conviction and conversion. 


Sun.—James 5:13-20. The Prayer of Faith. 
\ Prayer Succestions: “The prayer of 
faith shall save the sick.” The prayer of 
faith is made in Heaven. It can only be 
offered by 4 righteous person, whose pe- 
tition is within the will of God. It is 
definite; and for things God desires done. 
Its need must be great; its end good; its 
motive love; its requirements based upon 
the promises of God, and for something 
that only God can give. It may include 
even the blessing of health. But not 
every prayer is a prayer of faith, and so 
submissive to the will of God. Pray for 
Children’s Bible Mission, Box 1137, 
Lakeland, Fla. 
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A Christmas Play 
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Box 164 





MONTHLY 


48 pages of Hard-Hitting Bible Truth 


“The most for the m ” in facts ont the times, 
guidance, teaching, aa og illumina: the 





interest of family, teac preac ” 12 monthly 
features and ts. 
Subscribe today.. In U.S. A: $1.20 ayear 


(10c copy). Foreign $1.36. Sample free. 


Your igllowsbio | in working. prayi ving is invited. 
Gospel and literature suppli free to mission- 
aries, prisons, as God’s people 


Write today for details of thist Fatih and Nop-proft 


wor: 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, Inc. 
Box BB Eagle Rock Station Los Angeles 41, Call, 





QUARTETS F FOR MEN 


by 


Dr. Daniel Prother« 


Dr.J N. Rodeheev t 
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WHAT ARE YOU Jen ett 


Many Christians who are faithful in-church attendance, in giving a tenth of their income, and in 
doing Christian work, yet spend most of their reading time on secular reading matter. What about 
making your reading Christian reading? 


Christianity should mould and determine every phase of a Christian’s life. What you read, we 
believe, is as important as where you go. And by reading good Christian books, a Christian may grow 
in grace, learn the great doctrines, have his heart stirred to win the lost, and find his deepest. need an- 
swered. Revival reading can ne a personal revival. Surely, if you read aise you should read 
Christian books! 


) 


Here are six books net Dr. John R, Rice that have caused hundreds to weep and to rejoice, to study 
the Word and to witness, to guide their own lives and to help others. We believe they'll prove a bless- 
ing to ‘you and your friends. Recommended by Christian leaders’ all over America, they are vitally 
needed books for the Christian’s libtary. 


THE HOME: Courtship, Marfiage and Children A Bible manual of 


22 chapters, 381 
large pages. Includes detailed, wise, Scriptural instruction on such matters as 
principles of a’successful marriage, normal sex life in ma’ birth control, 
disci fine of children, family worship, wining a to 7. ist, divorce, etc. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES says: ‘1 is ‘ome of the best’ and most 

_ eanplete discussions of these topics ihe he's Bible viewpoint that has ‘been 
ertainly in recent years.” Intludes marines ren 2.50 
family record. Ideal gift. Priceonly . . ...4 . $ 


By bnew lists Rice, Appelman, Bob 
HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL, ‘fortine — adlogy ead Welle. 
399 pages, 25 great chapters. The most see soul-winners in America tell how 
to have revivals in one church or city-wide campaign. Heart-stirring, convict. 
ing. Dr. Whitesell of Northern Baptist Seminary says: “A revival on paper.” 
A famous fundamentalist leader says: “These addresses aoe with the Lectures 
on Revival by Charles G. Finney, published years ago..." Stirs’ prayer, pro-, 
motes devival preaching and plahning. Answers hundreds of questions 

the how of revival. Ideal git for ministers and ne aR i 3 00 
399 pages. Price . . ar vi Q $ 


—— fi ski iving ntroduction by Oswald J. Smith. 
PRAYER—Asking and Receiving. ten oaD ital” lal eter eae 
body. Simple Bible teaching on prayer illustrated by many, many personal 
experiences. Increases faith, removes hindrances, inspires the heart. Highest 
cpmmendations by Moody Monthly, Dr. H. A. Ironside, Dr. Hyman J. Appel- 
man, Robert G. Lee, Christian erald, ete. 328 large pages, : 21 2.00, 
chapters. Beautifully bound and jacketed. Low price only . . $ 


16 messages to the unsaved. Sharp and tender, ~ 
saber APPEALS. . Scriptural and fervent, Newegg: ¢ a used of Godin — 


union revival campaigns. These have won thousands of souls. 
cket and endsheets picture thousands in Dr. Rice’s union campaigns 50 
4 i Buffalo and Cleveland. 216 pages. . Beautifully cloth bound $1 


THE SCARLET SIN and Other Revival Sermons. ‘Especi eee 
Dr. Rice’s strongest messages taken down word for word as preached in great 
campaigns. Some messages to Christians, some to the unsaved. All t, 
fiery, ranging from the sensational attack on sin to practical ible preaching and 
the tender, impassioned appeal to sinners. Includes, “All n’s A; 

Worms,” “The Four Biggest Fools,” “Why God Hardened Pharaoh's 2.00 
Heart,” “The Unpardonable Sin;” etc. 254 pages. Cloth i "a 


THE RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN. emer striking messages to Christians 


warning, consecration, soul-wi 
ete.. Christian Herald says: “Here is candle preaching with all the fine 
passion, humor, and drama of Dwight Moody. A book for the backslidden— 
and the careless who stand in peril of backsliding. Twelve sermons Cat 5 
bless and burn—and challenge mightily.” 178 pages. Cloth . $1 0 





: Order today from your book dealer or 
SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
214 West Wesley Street Dept. S-10 Wheaton, Illinois 








a ae aan kee as tees A 7 . ae 


PGT" err a a didi daidsi | b ae oa c ue aS ae +. Say 








SSVW NOLSOA 
“LS NOOVIG #1 
ey € nvr 
NOLLVDIGDNOO 





hit 


AU tg inet Res: 8 





Jee 


